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SHE WILL NOT FIRE HER GUNS FOR HITLER 


TkM* British tailors, wavini to mon ashoro, aro in possas s ion of ono of tha Fronch warships takon ovor hy tho Royal 
Plymouth, Portsmouth and Shoarnass. Thay wara boardad hy suparior foreos, and, axcapt In tha casa of tha submarlna " 
untoward inddaat. For tha tima balng, at laast, tha Franth ships wara allowad still to Fy tho tricolour. 


Navy on July 9, 1940, at 
Surcoof,’' char* was no 

C./'.U 
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Tht War Illustrated 


July 19<A| 

How France’s Warships Were Saved From Hitler 

Following Marshal P^iain's appeal to the Nazis for an armistice, the fate of the French 
Fleet becante a matter of the gravest interest to Britain, now left as the only bulwark 
of Western civilization. To prevent its falling into enemy hands was imperative, but it 
was only, alas, by a display of the most resolute British force that this was achieved. 


F acinu Keitc] and )n.s semicircle of 
grim-fuced Nazis in the railway 
coach at Compi^gne, Admiral 
r^duc signed away the Frencli Navy to 
I Jmuany. True, Article 8 of the Franco- 
(•ennan ariniatioc contained the words 
' demobilization’* and “disarmament,” 
nnd also Gertnany’s “ solemn declara¬ 
tion ” that she would not u.se the French 
Fleet during the war or claim it on the 
‘onclusioji of peace. But few outside 
Petain’s Government—and perhaps few 
in.-iide it, save the senile pessimist who 
vas its head—run have put any trust in 
tl»c written w'ord. Hitler’s vows are 
nia«lc to be broken, and we may lx* sure 
that the French ships would not have 
Ih'cii allowed to rot and rust in the 
French harbours, but in the Fuehrer’s 
good time would have l>een added to 
5Iu.Hsolini’a fleet and w‘hat was left of his 
own. By such a concentration of naval 
might Britain’s sea power might w'ell 
have been challenged with .some possi¬ 
bility, even prolxibility, of success. 


But Mr. Churchill and his (xoverninent 
and the Admiralty chiefs decided other¬ 
wise. Britain’s own salvation demanded 
the strongest action, and after deliberat¬ 
ing a question which Mr. Churchill 
described as being more grim and sombre 
than any in his crporience, they unitedly 
took the decision “ with aching hearts 
but with clear vision.” 





Oran on cSo North African coast, tho 
Fronch naval baso, is an artificial harbour, and 
somo of tho land on which tho shoro buiidinss 
stand has boon roclaimod from tho soa. 


Moat of France’s naval strength was 
roncentratetl in the Mediterranean at 
Alexandria and Oran. At the former a 
French fleet, consistiiig of a battlediip, 
four cruisers, and a number of -smaller 
ships, was lying beside a strong British 
battle fleet. After negotiations the 
French admiral, Admiral Godfrey, 
complied with the Briti.sh demanJ.s. 

“ Thanks to the friendship formed between 
the French and British crews.” ran an official 
report issued in Cairo on July 7, ” de¬ 
mobilization of the French fleet at Alex¬ 
andria has been carried out without diflkulty 
in a spirit of complete understanding.” 

There remainetl the fleet at Oran and it.s 
adjacent military port of Mers-el-Kebir 
on the western side of Algeria. H<‘r<* 
were assembled two of the finest of 
France’s vessels, tho “ Dunkerque ’’ uiid 
“ Strasbourg ” ; two other battlPAhi))s, 
the “ Bretagne ” and “ Provein'o ’’ ; 
several light cruisers, and a number of 
destroyers, submarines, and other ve.^y.els. 
On the moniing of July 3, Captain 
Holland, who had arrived in a destroyer. 



requested an interview with the Fr»*iKh 
^ commander, Admiral Gensou), nnd on 

u being refused presented a document who-^c 

vital fourth paragraph began : 

. J It is impossible for us, your comrades up to 

] now. to allow your fine ships to fall into the 

/ power of the German or Italian enemy. VNe 

I are determined to fight on to the end, and if we 

win. as we think we shall, we shall never forget 
l/gP^K I A that France was our Ally, that our interests 

** •<c »b»u^ I same os hers, and that our common 

A|k enemy is Germany. Should we conquer wo 

' ' 9Kv • * , solemnly declare that we shall restore the 

MjH greatness and territory of France. 

^ Then it ])roceedc<l to demand (hut ilic 

French should either : 

. Kkj^m (a) Sail with us and continue the fight. 

. . , .. (b) Suit with reduced crews under our 

control to a British port. . . . 

(c) Alternatively, if you feet bound to 
stipulate that your ships shall not be used 
' against Germany or Italy, then sail with us 

Tb« ibiMe.Mii FrMch «ir«r«ft e»rri«r with reduced crews to some Frcoch port in the 
ri.5'.SS”dlLV.7:S“;' W«l lndi«-M.rtiniquc. . ror insane,- 

Ormn on July 3 . where they can be demilitarized to our satis- 

” Earlvvcsterdavmorninc ” Mr Churchill faclW” O’" P«rHaps entrusted to the United 

told the House of Commons on July 4, ” after fh?*^w/hI?n'''rKrraVJd'* 
all preparations had been made, we took the ^ <r i . -.i. 

greater part of the French Fleet under our If you refuse these fair offers I must with 
control or else called upon them with regret require you to sink your 

ad«,aa« force to comply with oor rcqoirc JS’vc" l have the order, of 

■ . His Majesty’s Government to use whatever 

First, those ships were secured wliich force may be necessary to preverit your ships 
had come into harbour at Fortsinouth, falling into German or Italian hands. 
Plymouth and Sheerness—two bottle- Unfortunately, none of these alt^-i- 
ships, two light cruisers, some submarines, natives proved acceptable. After jwrleys 
eight destroyers and some 200 smaller, which continued nearly all day, .Admiral 
but none the less extremely useful, mine- Gensoul, acting, no doubt, in aixonlance 
sweeping and anti-submarine craft. The with orders dictated from Wic-sbadei:, 
operation was carried out without resist- where the Franco-German .U-misticu 
ance or bloodshed, with the exception of Comniissiou wa.s in session, announce'! 
a scuffle on the monster submarine “ Sur- his intention of fighting, 
eouf,’^ in which one British officer and an Some hours earlier a British battle 
A.B. and one French officer were killed, squadron, with cruisers and destroyers, 


C. S. Holluid, R.N., who proMntod 
Admiral Somorvlllo’a olClmaCym to Admiral 
Caiuoul, waa at on* tima Britith Naval 
Attackd in Faria. 

Photos, O.P.U. and Assoitotgd Press 

















BHclth b«ard«4 metC »t th* Frtnch 

thip« that had towihc •hattar in ■ricUh port* 
toon aftar tKalr tarrandar to (ha Royal Navy 
had baan damandad. 

had arrived ofT Oran under tiic command 
of Vice-Admiral Sir Jatnea Somerville. 
Ailmiral Somerville now received in- 
titructiona from Ijondon to complete liia 
mi^aion i>cfore ni^ht fell, and at 5.5S he 
o|>cned fire on the powerful French fleet, 
which was ]>roterte«l by shore batteries. 
At 6 p.ni., to quote Mr. Churchill, he re- 
{K>rto<) that he was heavily en^a^ed. 

“ The action lasted some 10 minute^ and 
was followed by heavy attacks from our naval 
aircraA carried in the * Ark Royal.’ At 7.20 
Admiral Somerville forwarded a further 
report which stated that a battle cruiser of the 
Strasbourg class (later idenliHed as the 
* Dunkerque ’) was damaged and ashore, that 


TKnMarnMmnor thnRrtt photographs to b« takanof tha Rranch warships now in Bricisli watars. In 
ona ara soma of tha smallar craft, which incloda dastroyars, sabmarina chasars, torpada boats 
and patrol vassals. Anothar shews a Pranch battleship of tha Bratagna class in a O^tish pert. 

Pkelos, P.ff.A , Kfytlime 4i»d C.P.U. 
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Tht Wur lUmiraiH 


July mh. 1940 


In British Ports & at Alexandria Peace Prevailed— 



Um mott intcrMCint of th« Fr«nch 



vmmIi tskM or«r bn iuty ) wm tlvN mon«t*r 
«B>iWNriNN ** SBrcBBf,” f AN dlly id«Atlflallla br 
ttM yNl 4 w« •Mplan« hangar amidahig*. 

The “ Richelieu ” was lying at Dahni 
in French West Africa, and a Rritinh 
naval force was dispatched to Dakar 
with orders to present to the French 
admiral there proposals similar to tjiosf* 
offered to his eolleagtie at Oran. As no 
satisfactory reply was received within 
the time limit ^•^^ecifie(l, a twofold 
attack was delivered upon the Rii )i<'- 
lieu ** in the early hours of July 
First a ship’s bout, under the coinntiind 


LiauC. • Commandar OannU Spragya, a.N., 
waa shat in a tcufRa ab«ard tha “SNreawf'' 
wMI« laading tha hoarding-party on Jaly 3. 
Thro* daya latar hit hody was bora# to tbo 
grava with full naval honour* on July 4. 

FMm. Vtndfk and G.P.V. 

a battleship of (he ' Bretagne * class had been 
sunk, and another of the same class had been 
heavily damaged, that two French destroyers 
and a seaplane carrier, the ‘ Commandant 
Teste ' were also sunk or burned." 

While what Mr, Churchill well described 
as “ this melancholy action ” was being 
fought, the “ Strasliourg ” and some 
other vessels (later report<‘d to be five 
cruisers, some torpedo boats, and several 
smaller vessels) managed to slip out of 
harbour, and eventually reached Toulon, 
although the “ Strasbourg ” was hit by 
at least one torpedo from a ’plane of 
the Fleet Air Arm. “ None of the 
British shi)is engaged in the action was 
in any way affected in gun-power or 
mobility by the heavy fire directed on 


THt ACTION AGAINST FRANCI'S NAVY 
July 4-14 


Toonago 


them,” said Mr. (Ilhurchill, and it was 
later announced that the casualties were 
remarkably small—two wounded aud two 
missing. 

The French, however, had a very 
difierent talc to tell. Quoting what it 
claimed was a French Admiralty com¬ 
munique, the Cterman News Agency said 
that only two survivors wore rescued 
from the “ Bretagne,” and of the comple¬ 
ments of the “ Dunkerque,” “ Provence,” 
and ” Mogador,” 200 were dead or mis.s- 
iiig and 150 were wounded. Other 
French official reports said that more than 
1,000 French sailors were killoil, wounded, 
or missing as a result of the battle. 

The next day the battle was renewed, 
and on July G units of the Fleet Air Arm 
raided Oran again and secured six hits 
ou the “ Dunkerque,” already crippled 
and driven ashore. So ended the battle 
of Oran, the first large-scale action since 
Trafalgar in which British ships had 
been arrayed against French. Through¬ 
out the action the Italian Navy, for whose 
reception, as Mr. Churchill said, “ we 
had also made arrangements,” and which 
wa.s considerably stronger than the flci't 
we usctl at Oran, kept prudently out of 
reach. 

By now all France’s capital ships were 
accounted for with the exception of the 
two largest, the “ Richelieu,” only just 
completerl, and the Jean Bart ” still 
under cou-ntruction. 


BonJa«4<p« 

Ri<h*lt«u .. 


Sirwbourg. 


Dunktrqua 


Brattgnt . 

Provane* . 

Courbai . 

Parn . 

Lorrtina . 

Alrerofi Carrtnr 
B4*rn. 

Aircraft Tram^orl 
CommandaniTtsc* 

Crwlfor* 

Alggria . 

FourofthaSuffren ' 

clut. 

Two of (h* Du- 
quttna clut ... 
Ttn light cruhtn | 
of varying con- 
nag* .. I 

0**troy*rt 4 Tor-. 

p aSo 8ooti,*tc.{ 
Ov«f 70 vattalt 


ComoiattS, but not >n 
commiMion: put ou: of 
action by BricUh Navy 
at Dakar on July 8 - 

ASoat, but not com- 
platod. 

TorpaSoaS afttr gaining 
ooan taa at Oran. 
RaaehaS Toulon. 

Bad'y damagad at Oran 
and uhara ; borrbad 
latar. 

j On* sunk, on* heavily 
' damagad at Oran. Two 
In Brioth pot't, on* 
I at Alaxandr a. 


Reported (July I) at 
Martinique. 

Reported t un k 
burned at Oran, 


Three at Alaxandila. 


Two In BHdih pont ; 
on* at Afesandria ; 
riv* raachad Toulon. 


Eight in Br^iitk porit : 
Mogador and anoihar 
lunk or burnad at 
Oran. 

In Briiith port, 


SobNiorfiM* 

Surcouf . 3.000 In Briiith port. 

Forty.fiv# firtt- i 

©‘I'oVtonimond.. S®-"* 

clut craft. I 

Smoff croft ... Over 200 in Britiih 

port! and more a: 
] Alexandria and Oian. 

Not*.—Under coostruetton (com* may have bean 
put Into tarvica): 2 ba(Clath<pc 3 crulsart and mtny 
datiroyart and tmallar craft. 

The ship* at Alexandria were damilitanaad by igrac- 
manc on iuly 7 . 






The li'v tllMiiraled 
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—But at Oran and Dakar They Fought it Out 


of Lt.•Commander R. IT. Bristowe, wa« 
bcnt into the harbour and dropped depth 
charijc-s cloae under the atern of the war¬ 
ship a.s ahe lay at anchor in the shallow 
water, so ns to damage her propellers 
mid steering gear. Then the main attack 
was develop^ by aircraft of the Fleet 
Air Arm which secured at least five hits 
with their torpedoes on the battleship’s 
mighty frame. Air rcconnaissance-s 
revealed that the “ Richelieu ” had a 
li.<«t to ])ort and was down by the stern, 
while a large quantity of oil fuel covered 
the water around the ship. As for the 
" .loan Bart,” Mr. Alciander, Britain’s 
First Lord of the Admiralty, told the 
House of Commons on July 9 that be 
proferreil not to say where she was. 

With howls of rage the (jlermans re¬ 
ceived the news of these Nelson-like 
strokes. Mr. Churchill was assaiUnl with 
the foulest vituperation, and in French 
(loveminent circles, too, there was the 
most bitter denunciation, talk of a stab 
in the back, “ all the more hateful as it 
was made by our Allies of yesterday.” 
Hut in Britain and overseas,and in America 
in particular there was nothing but praiw* 
for the resolute way in which a most 
tragic dilemma had lK?cn resolved. 

Noverthfilos.s, there was no triumph¬ 
ing in Britain over the issue of the 
“ melancholy action ” of Oran. Rather 
there was the profoundest regret that 
the stroke should have been made neces¬ 
sary by the treachery of IVtoin's govern¬ 
ment. 

'fbe opinion of Frenchmen in Kngland 
was well e.xpresHed by General dc Gaulle 
w'ben he a-sked the British )>cople to 


” spare us and spare themselves from 
any interpretation of this tragedy as a 
direct naval success.” That, he said in 
a broailcast, would be unfair. ** The 
French shijw at Oran were in fact in¬ 
capable of fighting. They were at their 
moorings unable to manoeuvre or scatter, 
with officers and crews who had been 
corrodefl for a fortnight by the worst 
moral sufferings. They gave to the 
British ships the advantage of the first 
salvos, w'hicb, a^ everyone knows, are 
decisive at sea at such a short range. 
Their destruction is not the result of a 
fight. Nevertheless,” he concluded, 
“ 1 would rather know that the ‘ Dun¬ 
kerque'—our beautiful, our beloved, 
our powerful ‘ Dunkerque ’—is aground 
at Oran than see 
her one day manned 
by Germans shelling 
English ports or 
Algiers, Casablanca, 
or Dakar.” 

Mr. ('hurchill him¬ 
self hud no need of 
apoli^y. ” I leave 
the judgement of 
onr action with con- w 
fidenec to Purlin- wX 
nient,” he declared 
in the course of his 
magnificent oration 
in the House of 
Commons on July 4. 

” I leave it to the 
nation. I leave it 
to the United Stales. 

I leave it to the OwnSIrk t« th« m«Ui»e 
world and history.” 



LI«wt.-C*mmai(S«r O. H. tN« 

brlliUnt •xplolt by wbick a«ptb cbargM w«r* 
•«plftd*S agAliMC CM (Mrn of cka *' RIchallM.** 



ar«aScMtint inly 4 Mr. A. V. Alazacidar, wkil* daplorlng tb« blttar 
rMkd which led “ fr«ir the ■l•r{ou« coppprcclpti of two navlot at 
Ownhlrh to tho molaaeholy aetTon at Oraa,” paid a high tribatata** tho 
•pirit which barnod la Admiral Somorvilla and hit maat.*' 
i'kflCoc, " Dully Mirror " an.l Auotmttd /'rm 






^Jr 


Tha Richaliaw, Franca f ^oatact battlatkip, laid down In ttlS wat oaly complatad rocantly, and no photogranbo of hor r aady for mb ara availabla. 
A naval artiit’t rocoattracCion of hor from tachnical data, how a vai, tbowt har trviy fermidaala appoaranca. Thlt graat 3S,M^ton thlp carriad aight 
15-in. and Sftaon 4-in. guo«. botidat II anti-aircraft g«no. lUmarkabla foaturat ara tha toworing toparatrwetora and ttrangoiy thapod funnal. 

Sertiollf Jravn for Tiia W ao Ilk. stcat^ i> by Lomreutt Damn 
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The H'a/- lllutUa-td 


July \^ih, inji) 


Where and Why the Battle of France Was Lost 

First Full Account of the Military Failure 
Which Led to the French Capitulation 

Perhaps it was only natural that the Bordeaux Government should endeavour to explain 
its desertion of the Allied cause by putting the blame for France’s collapse on the B.F.F. 

So that the reader may judge for himself, wc give below M. Baudouin's charges and an 
account of the Battle of the Gap largely based on a statement by a senior staff officer. 


A fter the defeat, the inquest. In a 
statement Issued from Vichy on 
July 5, M. Baudouin, Marshal 
Petain’s Foreign Minister, gave a dea- 
cription of the military events, as decisive 
as they were disastrous, of the past few 
weeks—a description which was obviously 
dictuterl by the desire to curry favour 
with his Naxi masters hy belittling the 
contribution made by the B.K.F. to the 
.\Ilied cause. 

The first serious strategic error .(said 
M. Baudouin) was on May 10, when the 
French left their trenches at England’s 
demand and rushed to the Low Countries. 
General Weygand, in an attempt to close the 
Artois gap, asked the British to strike south 
while the French pushed north. General Sir 
Edmund Ironside agreed ; but the British 
delayed for two days, and then suddenly 
abandoned Arras and raced north towards 
the ports, while the German divisions poured 
in. It was General Weygand's opinion that 
if (he British had obeyed orders the gap 
could have been dosed. 

General Weygand asked for British troops 
and aircraft on the Somme-Aisne front, but 
only hve of the 40 air squadrons engaged 
were British, and no British troops ever 
arrived. 

Two days iator a senior staff officer of 
the B.KF. replied in London to M. 
Baudouin, giving the first really detailed 
and authoritative account of the battle 
hy one who was actually there and in a 
Ijosition to know. While refraining from 
recrimination or criticizing in any way 
the Krtmch High rmnnmnd. he urged that 
the allegation that the B.K.F. had failed 
to comply with the Weyganrl Plan 
’■ ought to l)c knocked on the head ” 
forthwith. Then ho proceeded with his 
description, opening with the events of 
May 19—the day on which General 
Weygaiid succeeded General Gamelin in 
the supreme conmiand. 

Slowing Up (he Germans 
On that <lay the B.K.F. had fallen ba«-k 
from its poaition oast of Brus-sels and 
Louvain to tlie line of the Escaut ('anal, 
where ir had seven divisions in the line 


not fighting formations, for while they 
were armed with rifles, a certain projior- 
tion of machine-guns, and a few anti¬ 
tank weapons, they had no artillery. 
Nevertheless, they were thrown into the 
battle and they fought very gallantly 
imlee<l. By their defence of Arras and 



Majr It. Th» petition in Flandert when 
Ccneral Weygand tucceeded Cemelin. The 
thaded line rapretanti the Belgian Army ; 
white dotted line, the B.E.F. { blatk, the 
First French Army. 



May 22. With the view of ctoting the gap at 
Cambrai, Ceneral Weygand planned that the 
B.e.F. aiM the First French Army should 
attempt to Join up with tha French forces 
attacking from the Somme. 

By cuiirUsy 0/ Ikt " Daily M.nl ” 

certain vital river and canal cros.sings 
they con.sidcrably slowed clown the German 
drive to the coast. 

On May 19 on the left of the B.K.F. was 
the Belgian Army from Oudenarde to 
Ghent and the .sea, w’hile on the right was 
the First French Army of lietween eight 
and ten divisions, extending in a curved 
line from St. Amaud to Vulenciejmes. 


Somme, and hy .May 19 this gap luol been 
in existence for almut a week, and all the 
French efforts to plug the hole had been 
unsuccea.sful. During that week some¬ 
thing like eight German armourcil divi¬ 
sions, followed by perhaps eight motorized 
divisions, had boon pouring through the 
gap and creating untold havoc and dis¬ 
ruption licyoud. The situation was '^till 
very obscure, and so conflicting were tin- 
nqiort.s that no one could be .sure wbetlicr 
the Fremh «>r the Germans In-ld iIk’ 
briilgeheads. This, then, was t)m posi¬ 
tion which coid'roiited General Weygand 
when he took over the supreme i-oniin.-iiid. 

PUnnir.-} to Close the Gap 

On .’day 20. Genenil Ironside, Cliief ef 
the Itnjierial General Staff, went to 
to discuss the posititm witlt G(‘m‘rals 
Billottc and Blanchiinl. By this time 
it was quite clear that an effort had to 
Ixi matle to push forces from tin* li.K.F. 
and the First French Army in a south¬ 
ward direction to try to regain coiita-t 
with the FrtMU'h on the Somme ; it was 
also clear that to do that an attack was 
necessary. There could be no que.sfion 
of an unhindered march through the area 
of the gap, because the Germans were in 
occu/.alion of it. In any case, a con- 
sideralile amount of preparation had to 
l)C done. 

The B.K.F. hud only two division.s in 
reserve on .May 20, and it was ilcoidi-d 
that these two divisiona, the oth and 
.'iOlh, would curry out an attack from 
.\rra8, which was .still held by their 
cotnradcH to the south, and acros.s the 
rioarpe River. The attack was to bi.* 
supjKirtcsl on tlic right or western ll.inlc 
by elements of the First French Cavalry 
(MechaniztHl) Corps. General Billotte. 
agreed to this plan, and salil that jiart of 
the First French Army would be available 
to contiiiue the Briti-sh left flank and 
cooprsratc with it in the southerly 
direction. 


and two in resi*rve. It htul be<m obvious 
to the British Command that the British 
right rear was likely to be placed in a 
ilangerous position, and bo steps had 
lM?en extemporiziid by improvised forces 
at Lens, B^thuno, Douai and Arras to 
protect the right rear, not only of the 
B.E.F. but also of the First French Army. 
These improvised forces were recruit^ 
from partly trained Territorial divisions, 
three of which had been sent out to 
France some weeks before for work on 
ucroilromes and roads. They had had a 
certain amount of training, but they were 


These French divisions were in a consider¬ 
able state of disorganization, for they had 
fought their way hack from the line at 
Namur and had been subjected to an 
attack which was probably heaxier than 
any that bad so far been launched against 
the B.E.F. They bad been pushed back, 
and at each stage had lost more and more 
of their equipment until by now they 
were undoubtedly in a bad way. Several 
days were fully occupied iu reorganizing 
ami trying to regain some C/ohesion. 

South of the First French Army was 
the gap of some thirty miles to the 


That attack was timetl for 2 o’clmk 
on May 21, but on the morning of that, 
day the British were informed that the 
French division on their left were not 
ready to attack and would not be ready 
Ijefore May 22. Nevertheless, it was 
obvious that the sooner the attack was 
launched the greater its chance of success. 
Time was pressing. The longer the gap 
wa.s left open, the more Germans w<*re 
able to pour through it. In these cir¬ 
cumstances Lord Gort made his own 
decision, resolving that, even though The 
French were not in a position to sniijwrt 
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The War Ittwaitated 


is 



Where the B.E.F. Fought Hard to Close the Gap 


it wu at ((Mn riflit, 

after •uff*ring dsmag* from 
cho CormM onrwth) that oti 
Majr 22 Conorwl ftillotte o>~ 
platood te Lord Gort and tho 
King of th* Boffiant tho 
ProMch glan for a combinod 
couator-attack intondod to 
tioao tho Sommo gao- 


Two British divisions mado 
a councor-attack on tho 
morning of May 21, main¬ 
taining tholr positions until 
almost surroundod bjr tho 
Gormans and than boing 
withdrawn. Tho photo bolow 
shows a typical scono during 
tho oparati ons — British 
Army lerrlos of a convoy 
forging along undor hoavy 
bombardmont 


On May 22 tha King of tho 
Boigi ans. Lord Cart and 
Gonoral Billotto mot at 
Ypros. Gonoral Biflotto (soon 
in tho photo bolow) com- 
mandod tho first group of 
Kronch armlos, but ho also 
had ** powor of co-ordination’* 
of tho Fronch, British, and 
Bolgian Armlos. At this 
moating ho oaplainod Gonoral 
Woygand’s plan to closo tho 
Sommo gap. That night, on 
his way back to hoadpuartors 
after tho Ypros mooting, 
Gonoral Billotto was killad in 
a car accidont. 

/Ifitiik Ofiiai: Crown 
I npyriiit; fnx. E.X.A., TopieuJ 
/’rr<J 


In ordor to hampor and dolay tho Gorman advanco 
tho B.E.F. woro compollod to dostroy or sorlousty 
damago roads and railways in iho thraatonod 
aonoa—a fact which mado moro difficult any 
counter-attacks against tho onomy. Horo (loft) 
is a railway station on a main lino to tho Fronch 
coast, aftor British Boyal Enginoorshad rondorod 
it usoloss to tho Nasis. 
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Weygand’s Plan 

the B.E.F.'s left, the attack should be 
delivered. 

Delivered it was, au<l the British 
divisions reachcil their first objective 
south of Arras and inflicted heavy 
easualties on the Germaits. j\Iany 
prisoners were taken, but the very heavy 
opposition which was encountered showed 
that it was now not merely a question of 
dealing with a few raiding columns of 
German armoured divisions, but of 
meeting strong bodies of infantry which 
were consolidating the position. 

For the next two day.s the two 
divisions fought very hard, especially in 
front of Arras. All that time the 
Gernians were working round their 
western flank, and on May 23 they had 
almost surrounded the British. On the 
evening of that day rx)rd Gort dccidtsl he 
could not keep his men there any longer 
or they would be surrounded and cap- 
1ure<l. So they wore w'llhdruwn, just in 
time, eastwards to Douai. 

Gort in Conference at Ypres 

Meanwhile, there bud been a meeting 
at Ypres on May 22, attended by the 
King of the fk'lgians, Lord Gort, and 
tteneral Biilottc, commanding the First 
French Army, who had also been given 
“ power of co ordination ” between the 
French, British, and Belgian armies. 
Earlier in the day General Weygand had 
psiitl a flying visit from Paris to explain 
ids intentions, but unfortunately lx)rd 
tJort did tiot receive the message an¬ 
nouncing the visit until the next day and 
^o did not see GotUTiil Weygand. 

;\t the meeting at Vpre.s on May 22, 
General Billot te explained the plan 
wliich General Weygand had'devised for 
<-losing the gap which extended from 
Douai to the Somme. In brief, it was 
intended that an attack should be made 
by the French from the south from the 
direction of Royc northwards to join an 
attack to be marie from the norta by the 
First French Army and the B.K.F., 
then in the neighbourhood of Douai and 
Valenciennes. Instructions were tele¬ 
graphed from London on May 23 that the 
plan should be carried out, and .so Lord 
tJort proceeded to General Blanchard— 
for in the meantime, by one of those 
unlucky chances which so often upset the 
best laid plans, General Billotte bad been 
killed in a car accident while returning 
to hw headquarters after the Ypres 
meeting—w'ith the propo.sal that an 
attack siiould be made in a southerly 
direction in accordance with what General 
Weygand had in mind. This attack was 
lo be made by two British divisions and 
three French rlivisions with the objective 
of the railway at Havrincourt and 
Marcoing, and it w’os hoped that the 
French would be able to join up in the 
attack from the south. The date sug- 
ir<?ste<l liv Lord Oort for the attack was 


Came Too Late 

May 26, although the French wojild have 
preferred that it should liave been 
latinched a day earlier. It was pointed 
out, however, that the two British 
divisions involved were those which had 
been engaged at Arras and the Scarpe— 
without French siijiport—and had only 
iu.st been withdrawn from the line, whereas 
the French liad had six days to reorganize. 

Another question which had to be 
considered was the munitions .situation, 
which was by no means “ rosy.” The 
munitions available in France at that 
time were just a “ gun iasne”—lOOroumls 



M»r la Why th« W*vr«nd Plan fallwd. Ifth* 
attack at contampimtaa iiaS b««n SaKverad, th« 
tw« Britith tflvitfoM would hmva found thorn. 
tolvot In a trap—tha thadod aroa—with tho 
GarmoM Ihruttinf through tho collaptod 
Balgian doToncot on tho north and ro^diy 
approaching tho Chonnol portt on tho toutK 
By ftmr.Vix the “ Mail " 

per g\in—and the B.E.F. were .short of 
small arm.s munitions. Attempts to land 
munition.s by parachute had not been too 
successful be<!ause the Germans learned 
of it and started to attack the ucroplane.s 
bringing the munitions over. 

In the way of food supplic.s there wore 
in the country sup])lies for only two ajul 
a lialf days, and the forces were put on half 
rations. Some month.s )>efore, as n matter 
of precaution, seven «iays’ supplies of 
munitions had been brought north of t!ie 
Somme in case of interruptions of supplies 
from the air. It was not air attack, but 
the German arnwured forces which cut 
them off from their .supplies. Xcverthe- 
less, they bad sufficient munitions for 
what they bad to <lo. 

Another preoccupation presented it.self 
ou May 25, when the Belgians were 
attacked and were driven northwards iu 
di.sorder. It had been hoped that if the 
Belgian forces were obliged to withdraw 
they would be able to revolve and 
establish themselves on the Ypres Canal, 
and so continue to form jMrt of a line on 
the left of (he B.E.F., but what actually 
happened was that the Germans rushed 
up from Courtrui, pushed the B«?Igians 
northwards towards Bruges, and ojjcned 
up a new danger of the possible encircle¬ 
ment of the left flank of the B.E.F. 

Lord Gort had one brigade in reserve, 
and that was pushed up to the loft flank 
near Ypres. That was not enough. The 
Belgians were giving, it was all too 
obvious. At 6 p.m. I..ord Gort saw that 
tbe situation on his left flank, far from 
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to Save the Day 

being likely to improve, was likely to g<t 
much worse. Therefore, he decided that 
first the "Kith Division, to l>e followed 
later by the 5th Division, instead of 
attacking to their I'ouih, had to go to the 
Belgian front at once. Had he decideii 
otherwise it would have meant another 
arm of the pincers going towards Dunkirk 
and cutting off the British forces, 

M'hcn he made hi.s decision to take these 
two divisions away from the attack which 
was to l)e staged, the (.’ommaiider-in-Chicf 
realizinl that the French would probably 
take it as an excuse or as a reason for not 
attacking them.selvcs. The British did 
not think there Wiis tho least likelihuoil 
of the French carrying out nu attack 
unless they were very strongly supportc<l 
by British troops. But that risk had to 
be accepted. General Blanchard was 
informed that these two divisions were 
no longer available for an attack in a 
southern direction. 

When General Blanchard was visiti’d 
by British staff officers on the morning 
of May 26 they found him obviously 
disturbed by the situation ; indeed, he 
and his .staff were working out plans for 
withdrawal as fast as possible —the only 
thing he could do, in fact. 

In truth, Genenil Weygand’s plan was 
admirable—on paper ; in fact, as a plan 
it was the only one available. The 
trouble was, however, that it came too 
late because, first, there wore too many 
Germans in the area, and, second, before 
it could be brought into ojieration the 
British loft flank composed of King 
liCojiold’s army hud disapjHjared, and 
there were not sufficient ro.scrve.s to deal 
with both flanks at the same time. 

W hen [>eopold Surrendered 

It should be realized that at al>out tbi.s 
time the B.E.F. was extcndc<l along a line 
of 75 iuilc.s, whii'h obvioitsly did not allow 
of any re.scrves for charging; The British, 
unsupported by the French except for 
their First Cavalry Corps, had put every¬ 
thing they had in rcHctve into the attack 
developed two days before the Weygand 
Plan was evolved. So far ns their left 
flank wa.s concerned, the [losition became 
ho])eles.s when at eleven o’clock on the 
night of May 27 it was learne.d that the 
King of tbe Belgians was asking for un 
armistice at midnight. 

.48 for the other |)art of the Weygand 
Plan—that the French should attack 
northwards—thi.s never matured at all ; 
in fact, it may be stated that the French 
gaincil no ground whatsoever. 

In the words of the senior staff officer, 
” We kept on waiting for news of the 
attack from the south, but nothing 
happened. Wc regarded ourselves as 
something like a beleaguered garrison 
which could make a sortie, but the relief 
of the garrison must come from the 
cuthide.” 
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France’s Fair Face Befouled by the Nazis 

UOW terriUe was the derastation 
^ ^ wroucht in the fair land of France 



by the Nazi " Blitzkrieg " will be in 
evidence from these photographs. 
Wherever the Nazi monster trod there 
was left a trail of destruction, as by the 
most brutal methods Hitler sought to 
destroy the morale of the civilian popu¬ 
lation and to drive out the inhabitants 
in terror to crowd the roads and embar¬ 
rass the defending forces. Then, too, 
naore damage was caused by the blowing 
up of bridges by the defenders and by 
other measures intended to hold up the 
Nazi advance. Though France was at 
war with Germany for 9 months and 19 
days, only 39 days elapsed from the 
beginning of the western offensive (by 
the invasion of the Low Countries) to 
the day when Marshal P^tain an¬ 
nounced that France must give up the 
fight. That such a paiuc-stricken sur¬ 
render was untimely is indicated by the 
fact that isolated bands fought on in 
ignorance of the shameful armistice : 
e.g.,the 22,000 heroes of the Maginot 
defences who held out until Jurte 22, 
when they were ordered to yield. 


TM Nazi armf 



ih>( war ii» tM great 
arUa ta tha aautti at 
Vraaca. AOeva la tba 
aaca plctaraaqaa Uttla 
(awa of Sc. P4ra, a bun- 
arad mllaa aautb it Paria, 
nawbwta ibaccarad ahall. 


■ridga after bridga «raa 
blawa up kjr tba Prancfi 
la thdr laat datparata 
attempt to atom tba 
Carmaa tida. Right la 
aaa of tba brokan bridgaa 
acreaa tba Salaa, aloag. 
■Ida of which tba Natia 
built a pontoon brldgo 
for thoir troopa to crota. 

Ai thov rotroatod tbo 
Proncb doatroyod moat 
of tbo munition factorloa 
I'n Franco. Bolow la eito 
of tbom amaahod boyond 
rapair and waalaaafor any 
purpoaa aaeapt providing 
■crap moeal. 

rkdM, AssoetuUd Prns 


Tbla acano will rocall aad momorlaa of tbo laat 
war, for it la Fort Maro, noar Vordun, tbo acona 
of bittor fifhdng in tbo long, boroic aiad luccoaa. 
f«l d^onco of tbo fortroaa In ttlS>|f|7. Tboio 
ab--llboloa araro not mada than but In Juna, ltdO, 
whan tba fart quicbly fall to tbo Naxit. 
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More Signs That Britain Is Really Awake 



•«mb “ wHtcIi m«r crMtiv Immu tK* dinfar fr*i*i tfi««ndiary 

Wmb«. ar* now Mag mada. At <lia and af a lang handia la a dama~ 
aliaaad aHraframa caatad laalda and aatalda with aahaataa Mhra. Thara 
U na naad ta waar Rragraaf clathing ta handia auch aatlngalahara. 


Hara, in a naacaful maadaw an an Englith farm, 
diaaa^ carta and wagana hava haan aa dla p atad 
aa ta maka an anamy landing fram tha air a 
vary riahy pracaading. 


Tha avacwation nf lUaataeh from cartain araaa af Sautharn and Eaitarn England 
waa ana af tha dafanca maaaura* takan In viaw af tha paaaibility af invailan. A 
larga praparilan af tha faur-faotad " avacuaaa *’ wara aheap and hara tome af 
them ara arriving at a gaoda yard an tha atart af thair jaurnoy. I'kut", A'listofir 


Mr. Winaton Churchill, 
who la Hiniaiar of Dafanca 
aa wall ai Prime Hiniatar, 
vlaltad tha Sauth Caaatan 
July 2 and Inapactad da¬ 
fanca maaaaraa. Ha ia 
aaan abava leaving a 
Brighton hotel near which 
aama 5.M0 people aaaam- 
bled ta chaar him. It waa 
aatrangaly changed 
Brighton that greeted tha 
Prime Hiniatar, for tha 
aaaward aide of tha pro¬ 
menade ia now forbidden 
ground to civiliana and 
hat na other pramenadara 
than aaldiara and police. 
f'A'y.),, ' ,Vr»« i ktotiiilt" 

ami t o* 
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Anderson Shelters Stand Up To The Test 




Thit in • ••wtK'WMt town of SAflond kopt O famllr of four •afo 

from a komb that fall a fow yard* away and almott boriad it in dabri*. 
Cyan tba gramopkona (baiow) wblcb cnay bad takan with tham to pai* 
away tha tima waa ratrlavad Intact. 


Thawgh a Carman bomb fall clo*a ba*id* 
ihit Andaraon ahaltar in tha aa*t of Eng* 
land, making tha cratar laan hara, tha two 
occupant* war* not injured. 

^0 better tribute to the efficacy of the 
^ ^ Anderson shelter could be desired 
than that given by these photographs of the 
erections after German aerial bombs had 
fallen close beside them. Three are on the 
very brink of bomb craters, and in no case 
did the enemy missile fall more than a 
few yards away. It will be noted that the 
corrugated steel walls and roof have been 
well covered and backed up with earth, in 
accordance with the official directions ; 
the thickness should bo 15 inches at top 
and 30 inches at the sides. Another 
important point is to ensure that the 
entrance is shielded by a nei^bouring 
brick wall, or by a baffle made of bags or 
boxes of earth or sand piled up high enough 
to protect the opening from blast or 
splinters. Only by attention to these 
points can the full security of the Anderson 
shelter be obtained. 
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Over the Channel Islands Flies the German Flag! 

With sorrow the British peoF^e heard the news that, following demilitari/ation and 
partial evacuation, the Channel Islands had been bombed by Na^i 'planes and then 
occupied by enemy detachments. Some account of the invasion is given • 2low, and 
in page 51 is an eye>witncss account by a citizen of Jersey. 


S iN’CK 11)66 the Channel Islands—then 
part uf the doininioiis of William 
the Conqueror. Duke of Normandy 
-have l)een attached to the British 
Oown. For nearly 9t)0 years the islanders, 
rlespitc their French speech and their 
many peculiar ways and ancient privi¬ 
leges, have l}een among the moat loyal 
of English subjects. Once or twice the 
islands have bwn taken by the French, 
hut today it is the soldiers of Hitler who 
lord it over Jersey and Gueni.sey, .Alder¬ 
ney, Sark, and their girdle of rocky islets. 

There was much blowing of trum|>ets 
hy the Germans over their rtrst capture 
of Hritisl) territory. The aononneement 
was made in the shape of a s|>eriul com¬ 
munique of the German High Command, 
broadcast after the rendering of the Nazi 
battle song " Wc arc off to fight against 
Jilngland,” and it read as follows : “ On 
June 30 the British island of Guernsey 
was captured in a daring coup de main by 
detachments of the German .^iir Force. 
In an air fight a German naronnaissanc'c 
aeroplane shot <lown two Bri.stol Blenheim 
iximbers. On July 1 the b'lund of Jersey 
was occupied by .surprise in the .same 
manner.” 

There was nothing daring about the 
capture, however, nor was there anything 
in the nature of a surprise. None of the 
islands is farther tlian thirty miles from 
the French coast, and os soon as northern 
France was overrun by the Nazis it 


became obvious that the Channel Island-s 
might be invaded at any uiomcnt. 
(kjiiNderations of prestige and of senti¬ 
ment might have demanded that the 
islands should have l>eeii defended against 
hostile attack, hut to do .so would have 
meant the detachment of forces— military, 
naval and air which might well be 
better employed elsew here. None the less, 
it must have Wen with a heavy heart 
that the authoritic.s took the decision to 
abandon to the enemy territory which 
was as English as any in England. 

In the last week of June it was decided 
to demilitarize the islands and to evacuate 
a considerable part of the population. 



A« •oon as tha Channal Ulasda war* avacu- 
atad. a Chanaal Itland* Rallaf Commictac wa« 
formad in Landan. Inawirlat ara hara baing 
anawarad at tSa Cammictaa't afRcaa. 



ORDERS OF THE COMMANDANT 
OF THE GERMAN FORCES 
IN OCCUPATION OF THE 
ISLAND OF GUERNSEY 
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nm a« la v«aMS. 


On tita day aftar tha Carman* accvplad tha Channal l•tBnd•, tSa lacal nawepapart appaared a* 
wtaal. Thay wara fraa aniy in tSa *an*a that thay warn t'**" Yha front papa of this 

nawspapar «how* tha u*a to which thay wara pt«t by tha Carman*. They told tha paople that 
if thay did not aubmit to thair now rwicr* thay would foal tha wbala farca of Naai rothlattnat*. 

Pkotot, " DuUf Uirrw " «iul Ctittral .Was 


'fhe Royal Guernsey Militia ard the 
Jersey M ilitia were disbandc«l, and so, too, 
wore the recently formed detarhment-s of 
liOcal Defence Volunteers. The people 
were told that if they wishcfl to leave for 
England they had only a few hours in 
which to pack, as boats were already 
waiting at the ports to take them across 
the Channel. 

During the next few days the customary 
plaeiditv of the islands was rudely shat¬ 
tered. Hou.ses which had been homes for 
generations were left in a shutte.red 
al^andonment. Potato and tomato fields 
were ploughed up, and though many of 
the great herds of Jersey and Guernsey 
cattle were shippcfl across the water, 
many, too, had to be dcstroywl. Motor¬ 
cars driven to the j)orts were offered for 
sale at £1 apiece, but not a purchaser was 
forthcoming. Many a shopkoe^tcr about 
to leave for Rnglaml gave away his goods, 
and in the public-houses drinks were t(i 
be had for the asking. As there was no 
room on the lK>at-s for pets, the dogs and 
• uls were shot, and so great was the riii 
on the vet’s servnes that the owners hail 
to line up while llioir dumb friends wcic 
<li>patciied. 

Of the total jmpulation of rather nion* 
than 9().(X)(>, some 2D,tHj0 sought safety in 
England. For the most part the refugees 
were young men of military age. women 
and fliildren. They were evacuated hy a 
motley eollcetion of vessels, which in¬ 
cluded trawlers, potato boats, and even a 
coal l)oat, and bad to face a passage which 
even to Weymouth look twenty-four 
hours, and many of the vessels had only 
ship’s-bisouits and water on hoard. 

For the majority of the islanders, how¬ 
ever, the ties of home were too strong tt« 
l)c severed with .such suddenness, and in 
their resolve to stay on they were sup 
|H)rted by tlie example of many of the 
leading mcinl>ers of tlieir little oomiuuni- 
ties. Thus, the Jersey Statea of Parlia¬ 
ment announced that ” we are remaining 
at our jiosts to carry on our duties, un«l 
we arc all of ns keeping wiili us in them' 
islands our wives and families.” In 
tSuenisey, the King’s Proeureur told his 
]>eople that he would inform the Nazis 
when they came that the Islanders had 
no arms and would offer no resistance, 
and would ask that their enforced sub- 
inis-don should not l>e abused ; and Mr.“, 
Hathaway, Dame of Sark, similarly inti¬ 
mated that she was remaining in her 
diminutive domain. 

By June 28 the evacuation was prac¬ 
tically completed and the islands ha<l 
l*ecn demilitarized, but this latter fact 
did not prevent the Nazis from dciiv'cring a 
murder-iaid. So for a space the Channel 
Islands become German. 
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The Fleet Air Arm is Quick Off the Mark 


'PHE Fletf Air Arm is the of!- 
* spring ot the Rojal Naey. 
Siid it has already proved itself 



worthy of the glorious record of 
Its sire. In the long operations in 
h'orway the F.A.A. showed the 
finest qualities of fighting airmen. 
Then in the bombing of the French 
tattleship, Dunkerque " after 
he had been damaged and had run 
sshore :n Oran Harbour, the Naval 
airmen finally put " paid " to her 
recount. During the same week- 
< nd, the F.A.A. made very effective 
attacks at Bergen, Catania and 
Tobruk. Finally, it was the bombs 
cropped on the “ Richelieu " by the 
F.A.A., after Lieut. • Commander 
Bristowe had dropped depth charges 
under her stem, that put her out of 
action for a very long time to come. 


Another t|rpe ot aircraft largely uted by the Fleet Air Arm at lighter* and dive-bomber* i* the Blackburn Skua Thai# machine* carry a crew oi two 
and are armed with Ave machina-guna as well a* their load of bomba. Above left, before starriag on a raid the wing machine-gun* are being loadeJ 
up by men of the F.A.A A formation Aight of these ‘planes, as Anely illustrated in the lower photograph, is an imposing spectacle and tha pilots 
*’ keep station ” with all the accuracy of tnetr brother officers In the ship* of the Royal Navr. 

f'hcCds, ( ktrln I . fb<>ir>i ant! cVnlre' 1‘rin 









Ovrifif th« mttmch on Cho French Floot at Oran on July 3 tho 2S,M0>ton battloaUp 
Ounhor(|uo *’ wa» damaga4 and drivon aahoro. In ordar to pot har cemplatalr oat 
ol action tha was attackad on July 4 by aircraft of tha Flaat Air Arm and bit by aia 
torpadoa*. Inaat. Admiral Canaoul, in command of tba French vaatela at Oran. 



tapval wa tea tba harbour of Mar»>ai-Kabir at Oran, whai 
▼ta^Admiral Somarrilla’t dramatic aaiauro o< the From 
fkMt took placo. in tha backgroond the fort, which waa 
aatlan againat the Briciah Flaat, can be aeon throaghtha mil 
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Britain on the Offensive Against Italy 

Although .'t was the Iial.'ans who declared war against Britain, they displayed little 
eagerness lo start (he fray. Rather, from the very first day of the struggle, it was Britain 
wlw assumed the offensive whether it be on the land or on the sea or in the air. Some 
account of the initial operations has been given in Page 692, Vot. II and here we continue 

the story into July. 


A tTR? a month of war, Britisli troops 
operatiof; front their bases in 
Egypt (lominotcd some 3,000 
hf|Hare miles of Italian Libya. By day 
and by in.'tht they [aishcd out patrols 
Jilong the frontier front the Mediter¬ 
ranean coast to k>clow Jarabub, nenriy 
J50 miles to the south. 

In all the discomfort of the desert— 
and the desert, what with the torriJ ann 
and the high wind loaded with sand and 
<lust, can be exceedingly uncomfortable— 
(he British troops raided and skirmished 


in the moat vigorous fashion. On the 
other hand, the Libyan levies of the 
Italian.s pcemcrl to Imvo little heart for 
the struggle; even the officers, though 
Italians for the tno.st t>art, aecnu'd to be 
little more enthusiastic, particularlj- tho.se 
of them who kticw how flimsy were the 
lines of communication which linked 
them with the homeland and how easily 
these might be cut. 

Nor did the enemy morale show to 
letter advantage in the fur south, where 
Italian East Africa borders on tlic Sudan. 
Here towards the end of June there was a 
(la.sb between a strong force of Italian 
native cavalry totalling 1,200 sabre.s, and 
two British light armoured vehicles out 
<'n iwtrol. When the British advanced 
and opened 6rc w’ith their machine-guns, 
the enenty mattered in panic in oil direr- 
(ions, leaving -OO of their number iH-hind 
them. In (be same district a few days 
earlier another small British patrol 
muted a battalion of Eritrean infantry, 
inflicting on thent severe Icsse.'*. 

It wa.s in this mnglibourhocd that the 
Italians claimed what they descril>od as 
*’ an itnportant .success ” - the (ujitiirc of 
Ka.<.<alu and (.lallabat, but their success, 
which actually was ujumportant, was 
dcaily bought, for in the attack they la'-t 
300 men, eight light tanks, and two air- 
< raft. On the farther side of the Italian 


dominion in Abyssinia, |Nktrols drawn 
from the Somaliland (^mol C'or{)3 raided 
one Italian frontier post after the other, 
and here, too, the victors commented 
adversely on the morale of the enemy, 
noting in particular a disinclination to 
come to close quarters. 

In the air Italy showed a more enter¬ 
prising spirit, and her 'planes were 
frequently in action against the Britisii 
ba.se at Malta—which on June 23 ex- 
jiericnced its thirty-nitith raid, carrii*d 
out by .some 60 'planes ; the. naval Imsc 
at Alexandria, where 
some of the Ikomlw fell on 
King Furouk’s private 
estate; Solium. Port 

Sudan, and Mersu 
Matruh ; and—only a day 
or two bi’forc France 
quilted the war—the 
French naval base at 
Bizerta. But this dis[>iay 
of vigour hod to be paid 
for. Hud aln'udy by July 3 
the total numl>or of 
Italian machine.': defi¬ 
nitely destroyed by the 
R.A.K., quite afkarl from 
thora; shot down by the 
anti - aircraft defences, 
amounted toT-l, with aUmt 30so severely 
damaged as to be prolmbly out of coin- 
mission. 

One of the R.A.F.’s best days was 
July 4, when six British fighters engaged 
nine enemy fighters over Bidi Barmni. on 
Egypt's Mediterranean coast, and shot 
down seven. Another successful British 
o|)eration was carried out on July 6 by 
aircraft of the Fleet Air Ann and the 
B.A.F. against Italian warships sheltering 


in the harbour of Tobruk. Libya ; and 
on the same day aircraft of the Fleet Ait 
Arm ottackerl the aerodrome of Catania, 
in Sicily, leaving it in flumes. 

Nor did the Itnliatts put up a Ikctter 
show on the sea. While \'icc-Admiral 
Somerville’s squadron was heavily engaged 
with the French .ships at Oran, the Italian 
Navy was careful to keep at a distance, 
although, as Mr. Churchill phrasotl it, we 
had made arrangements for its reception. 

On July 9 a large Italian force was 
engaged by the British Fleet, hut although 
one of their battlesbipe and a cruiser were 
hit they disappoiotM the Royal Nayy 
by escaping to the shelter of the coastal 
minefield. The Italian submarines wore 
busy—W’ith disastrous consequences lo 
themselves. At the l)egiiming of July 
it was announced that 14 Italian sub¬ 
marines had Ikceu destroyed in 20 days. 

.Many of these were destroyed by flying 
Iwats attached to the Middle East 
Command, but one was captured by a 
naval trawler. Head the comiiiuniqmi 
isstied by the Admiralty on June 23 : 

“ H.M. Trawler ‘ Moonstone ' was on 
patrol in the Cuiir of Aden w hen the periscope 
of a submerged submarine was sighted. The 
trawler at once attacked with depth charges. 
These brought (he submarine to the i^urfacc. 
The submarine engaged the trawler with her 
entire armament, consisting of torpedoes, 
two }-ln. guns and smaller guns. Tltc trawler 
replied with her 4-in. gun and a Lewis gun. 
and scored hits on the submarine with 4-in. 
shells. The submarir>e snbscc|ucnily sunqi- 
dcred, and was brought into Aden as a pri/c." 

The captain ami several officers of the 
suhmariue were killed, but three officers 
and 37 ratings were taken pri.'H)ncr. There 
were great rejoicings in Aden w’hen the 
submarine was brought in flying the While 
Ensign al>ovc the Italian flag. 



H.M. Trawl«r ** M«on»tona “ furnitMa «ii« of th« aHn of •nCi-«ubmarifi« worfaro. On patrol In 
the Cttlf of Adon aho capuirod and aoccoaafalty Cook into pore an Italian aabmarina taking prtionor 

throo officar* and iJ ratings 

Photo, H'right £■ l.f>gan 



This skateh map o tho Eascarn Maditarranaan ragion •Mustratat 
(Ha oparatiena against Italy, important placas in Libya and Egypt 
and on iba frentiar ar« indicatod. 
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Bombers in Action in Sun-baked East Africa 
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Mussolini’s ‘Hard and Bloody’ War Against France 

If Mussolini and his tame propagandists may be believed Italy's 13-day war with 
I-rancc reflected the greatest glory on the triumphant Italian arms. Here wc give 
the Ducc's published account of the battle and also the story of the " Battle of 
Mentone”—incorporating material gleaned from an informative ahicle in ” The New 

Statesman and Nation.” 


A ccording to the Italiaiw there was 
a big battle in the French Alps 
in the course of Italy’s 13-day 
war with France. In thi.s short .struggle 
—wc have it on the authority of Signor 
Mu-saolini himself —the “ superb ” Italian 
troops “ crushcrl France’s Alpine Maginot 
Line in a four-day battle in a blinding 
.-nowstorm.” 

The French troops resisted savagely to 
the end—that is to say, till the atmuitice 
and even a few hours after, for they had been 
kept in ignorance of what had happened 
in the rest of France. The battle was hard 
and bloody. Thousands of men who 
became casualties bear esidence to this. 
The nanf>cs of those who fell on the field 
of honour will be nude known. As for the 
wounded whom I visited in the hospitals 1 
declare that it is diflkult to lind in the whole 
world another race which through the most 
cruel physical sufferings could show as 
much calm and sloicism as (he Italian race. 

These arc tlu* word.s of Miissoliiti, 
written on the morrow of the “ battle ” 
to the Prince of Piedmont, Italian Crown 
I’rincc and Commander of the Ilaliun 
Krtreort in the West, and ]mblishcd after 
the Ducc’s visit to the fro«)t on July 1. 

It U a matter of liistury that though 
Muissolini declared war un France on 
.June 10 and hostilities were announced 
to begin at midnight, the Italians did 
not deliver their first attack on the 
.Mpine front until Juno 21, the day on 
which the French delegates in the forest 
uliulo at Cunipiegne had Imtii Imnded the 


Gonnan armistice terms. Hnt thev made 
no real advance until June 21, which wa-s 
the very day on which the French signed 
the armistice with Ifaly at Rome. An 
Italian communique of that day stated : 

On the Alpirtc front from Mont Blanc 
to the sea our troops started a general 
attack on June 21. The formidable enemy 
defences built into the rock on the high 
mountains, the strong reactions on the part 
of the enemy, who was firmly resolved to 
oppose our advance, and the bad atmo¬ 
spheric conditions, did not check the advance 
of our troops, who scored notable successes 
everywhere. An Italian contingent managed 
to gain possession of certain foriiflcations, 
such as the fori of Chanaillet, near Briancon. 
and the fort of Razet, in the lower Roya 
valley. Entire Italian units reached the 
valley of the Isiie, Arc, Guil, Ubaye, Tin^'c. 
end Vrsubie, penetrating the enemy'$ forti¬ 
fied lines and threatening (he whole enemy 
front. The advance of our troops proceeds 
along (he entire'front. 

Ry the time the “ Cease fire ’’ had soundoil 
tlic Italians had advanced over the 
frontier a distance of sonte two miles. . . . 

Mussolini’s visit to the front on 
July I wa.s doHcrilrcd iti ecstatic terms 
by a commentator on the Home wirc- 
Ics.**, and his account wa.s suppicniented 
hy details of the attack on the 
“ AIj)ine .Maginot ” couched in almost 
lyrical ternw. The spokc.sinan dcscril>cd 
the French i> 06 itions us having U'cn 
“ made impregnable by Nature and 
military art,” and so prejared his Iwarors 
fur an account of ” a magnificent out¬ 



tn thit muefe-camouflag«a car Vanito HuMallnl (taan •tanSinf) vialcad tha *' battlafialda ” of cKa 
AJpina Froat. Ha wa* accortad by Harthal Radoglia, Cbiaf of eba GaaaraJ $caR, and Sl g nar Sadda, 
Undar tacratary of tha Italian War Mlnlitry. Latar a party of for^gn iowrnalim wa* condoctod 
ovar tho '* sonat of oparationt " whara Italy foaght bar *' tafaty-WM ’’ war with Franca. 

Phe/o. As$otiti*4 Pr4st 


flanking attack undertaken by a direct 
assault on the fortifuKl town of .Mentone.” 

All who have visited the Riviera will 
know that to describe Mentone as h 
fortified town is, to put it mildly, an 
exaggeration. The memories mo.st visitor.-* 
bring aw'oy from Mentone are of a 
pleasant seaside town, shuttered ami 
somnolent during most of the <luy, wlicre 
large numbers of retired Rriti.sh preachers 
*-and missionaries and military gentlemen 
of the “ Colonel Blimp" variety read 
” The Times ” and “ Tho Spectator ” in 
English reading-rooms, drink regularly 
English tea and Scotch whisky, and 
go to the English church on Sunday. 

Scene of (he * MagniBcenl Attack * 

Like most of tho other towms oii the 
French Riviera Mentone is built on a 
narrow strip of coast, behind which rise 
ill rapid succession the ramparts of the 
Al|)s ; and a few liundred yards beyond 
the English church tlic road crosses a 
little gorge into Italy. 

With this picture in our minds, talk of 
” magnificent outflanking attack, "direct 
assault,” and “ fortified town ” is simply 
fantastic. But if we arc to believe the 
Romo commentator, " after several days 
of tircleas fighting against onormou.-* 
odds, our gallant troops entered Mentone.” 
and "our troojis were sujqwrted by an 
artillery train whicli raiuc through the 
tunnel under La Mortola, and shelhKl 
the strongly held town in which the 
enemy was muintuining an obstinate 
resistuncc.” Though " obstinately re¬ 
sisting ” the defenders <Io not seem to 
have blown up the narrow bridge men¬ 
tioned above ; nor was the railway along 
the coast very much ilainagcd hy " the 
]K}undiug of the great guns from the 
southernmost forts of the Alpine Maginot.” 

” A desolate sight presented itself lo the 
eyes of the Ducc. ’ ’ went on the commentator. 
“ in that once charming resort. The streets 
were littered with trees blown down by the 
power of our shells. The shutters of many 
shops in (he main street had been blown in. 
The villas and great hotels stood gaunt and 
deserted with all (he glass of their windows 
)!one. Everything bore witness to (he 
heroism of our conquering army on that 
bitterly contested battlcflcid.” 

I^atcr re|)orta confirmed that Mentone 
woa, indet't), in minx, its Btrcot.s filled 
with alicllholes and its only inhabitant.s 
hungry c.ata; hut the havoc had l>ecn 
wrought by French guns after the Italian 
occa|>ation on June 23. 

Such ix the story of " the Hattie of 
.Mentone,” which, as a writer in " The 
Now Sratesman ” has put it, " may well 
go down to the future impartial chronicler 
M one of the biggest military fraod.s of 
history.” 
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TK« IS,000-ton Britlih linor *’Arandora Star waa avnk by a U-boat 
off tha woat coait of Iralandon July 2. Carman prltonara ara lolni 
on board a Critlth trant^tt to ba tahan ovartaaa for Intarnnnaat. 

rM>t. Au«ti4tt4 i'rets auH Ktydem 


i 


Shipping Our Enemies to Safety! 

I 


mwi m 




5*oma of tha Rrit Carman priaon- 
ara of war to arriva In Canada, 

I wiMra thay will ba latarnad “ far 
' tha duration,” ara wacAod by an 
armad t**ard. 

V^HEN the Nazi High Coniinan 4 joyfully 
'* announced the sinking of the British liner 
"Arandora Star” off the west coast of Ireland, 
they did not add that she carried about 1,500 
Germans and Italians on their way to Canada for 
internment. Of these, 470 Italians and 143 Germans 
lost their lives, largely owing to the fact that the 
subjects of the Axis Powers fought fiercely to be the 
first in the lifeboats. The U>l^t was commanded 
by Captain Pricn, who in October 1939 torpedoed 
the ” Royal Oak ” in Scapa Flow. 
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Hitler Intensifies the Air War Against Britain 

In twenty days the Germans lost at least twenty bombers in fruitless raids on Britain-* 
despite tbe adoption of daylight raids from July 1 . Only two British fighters were lost 
during this period. On July 10 a resounding victory was achieved. 


I X his war commentary hroa<iea.st on 
July 4 Air Marslial Sir Philip Joul>crt 
e.vpluined the Air Minhstry’s reasons 
for not (lisclosinp the precise whercalwuts 
of places raided by the Germans, and also 
for oHicifll reticence alx>ut the amount of 
material damage done, if we did not 
])uhli.sh these particular.-^ tlie enemy was 
obliged to send over aircraft to recotmoitre 
and take photographs, which gave our 
pilots nnotlier chance to have a go at the 
Nazis. The Air Murahnl also made it 
clear that Priti.^h figures fur air losses 
were correct, whereas the Nazi claims 
were exaggerated and mendaciini.s. 

During the sevou days ending July 7 
the Royal Air Vorce maintained its 
destructive raids on Gorman aortxlrumes, 
ecaplane bases, aircraft worLs and other 
FUCQ objectives. Oil refineries and sturugo 
(lepot.s were raided again and again 
wivhont interniiasion, and in all these 
ui)erution8 our losses were remarkably 
low. The enemy’s raids u(>on Britain 
were no more successful than those he 
hud made the week l>cfurc, although on 
tlsc evening of July 1 he K'gau to send 
liis pilots over in daylight. Perhaps the 
Nazi pilots were feeling their way, but 
these raids gave very useful cxjwrience 
to our defence organizations—Iwtlj in the 
sir and on the ground—and some remark* 
able successes were gaintH.1. 

Heinkel Extinguished in the Sea 
Ou the night of June 2f> ’J7 a .s(piadron 
lender piloting one of our Hurricanes wa.s 
dirccte<i to his quarry by “ a tremendous 
concentration of searclilights ” on his 
starboard beam, striking the base of a 
cloud and rt'flectwl upward.'*, lu his own 
words: 

1 turned right and {mme<Iiati-ly oaw three 
aircraft flying towards iiiy nose at 7,OIK) feet 
just above Hgiit cloud. 1 came clo<>e up under* 
iieath tho last boml>er. ,. n tloiiiKcl 111. 
1 fastened on his tail beneath and Ixdiind. . . . 
ITu} bomber went into a alight dive ijuitc slowly 
at ld>) miles per hour. 1 found myself coming 
up right behind him, ao 1 got into a comfortable 
inaitsm and opened Arc at about 4,iX)0 fc-et. . . . 
TiiO Heinkel continued the same shallow dive, 
t gave it four buratii ami then tMw a glow inside 
the machine. It alee|iencd its dive slightly, 
and as 1 thought wc must be getting neat t))c 
aea I pumped in all the real of my rounds. The 
glow increased and the iusidc of (hu machine 
wns obviously on fire. 

Ifrcakitig away to the right at feet, I 
watched him continue down but could not see 
him strike the water. After i-limbing to l.nOU 
feet and dropping a itarnehutc llarc I eould see 
the ItomlH'r lying on the water with a cloud of 
l>lack smoke blowing from its rear section. 

.Another of the boml)crs—a Junkers 8S 
—wi'.s attacked by a Spitfire pilot over 
the Hast ('oast. His hiiliets .struck a 
liomb rack and the enemy aircraft 
exploded in mid-air. The lliird raider 
was a Heinkel : it was tackled off the 


south coast by one of our Blenheim since the war began. Out of the 4,000 air- 
aircraft, and tununl away. The Blen- craft computed to have been lost by tho 
heim pilot considered that the Heinkel enemy in all by early July, 2,500 were 
had been damaged and the rear gunucr accounted for by the Royal Air Force. 


killed by “four heavy short bursts” 
delivered from dead astern. The pilot was 
cnthu.sia.4tic almut the work of the search¬ 
light me>i. " The lights were very 
cffoctive,” he said. “ They never left tho 
target and never illuminated our aircraft.” 

Here ure some episodes from the day¬ 
light raids on Britain during July 3. The 
raids were of the “ hit- 
and-run ” tyj)e and in Air Raids on F 

most cases the Nazi _ _ 

bombers approached ” i* 

the coasts singly. ^ox^BUiT^|< 

lu the morning ihrco Jaly 1-t ! 

Spilflrc piloti, after at- x.K.CuaaiorSroi- 

tacking a Domier “ KIving „ 

IVuril’’ lK)tnl)er, watdied 

it turn on it« ImcW anil x.k. Knilami 

craxh into tho aca off tho Watrs 

I-laiit CiMUt. The Spitfirca 

thill attacked and bwlly JalJ t-8 

damagetl another Domier, N R- ('oa»t; S. ii 

which maile off. Uter in KufUad l 

the morning a lighter |hIo’. 

fired threu burata at n 

third Domier 17, 12.0UU 

feet up off the X.K. Coast, jxlz ^ -4 

but atdcil by tbe elouda, M K. Kiis!<in<1: 

tho raklcr ewajicd den- Kii^and 

truetion. Some littlewbile K. CountiM 

after, a bomber, iH-lieved 

to be a Heinkel 111. fell 

into the aca off .\berdcen- » , . « 

ahire, following a stiff “ ^ 

combat with uur Spitfires. 

In the early afternoon S.W.Coinitiwi 
two Spitfirrs ahol down X.K.. S-K. A-.S.^. 
another “ Flying I’cneil,*’ 
this time off tbe S.K. 

Coast. A Junkcra 88 waa 

brought down of! tho 

Scottiah coast, and a 

Jlurricano patrol attacked 

and damaged a Domier Jaty 4-fc 

2li) while on patrol off 8.W. Kngtaml; K. 

the Kast Coast. Other ItWlw Yiwk*: 

Hurricanes Isully puni^ed ^ Kngland 

a Heinkel 111 tliry had n.K. Coast, twmba 

interccpteil over tbe Rug- imtown i 

lisli Chaancl. To cap thU Znly 4-7 

day's work, S|>itflrcs raeiii N.K.t'inst 

out to sen shortly after «“?.** * 

7 p.m. to intercept yet i 

another Nazi bomlier ; aix 8. (.*uast 

niinutea after taking off. 

they bad shot it down iu JiUt 7-9 

flames. 8. Coast 

Channel Coou c 

In the do.struction of ^ 

... 1 • S.W.Kngltiul I 

mihtary objectives tbe N.ii. coast 

Germans accoinpli.«hed fighter* m.) 

next to nothing. The 

other side of the 

account is shown in 

the tabic printetl in 

this page. Moreover, 

by July 8 (in tw-enty a. ... a. 

days), at least fifty Nazi 
raiders had been lost empbeejnem; k> 

and 118 aircraft dc- p. power sutkm; 
stroyed in German raids g.T. 


short bursts” Then the Nazis came over in greater 
1 . The pilot was strength—and last more. In the greatest 
rk of the scorch- air victory since June 18, 150 raiders at- 
hts were very tacked over the South and Ea.st Coasts on 
•V never left tho July 10; 11 Nazi l)orahcrs and fighters were 
od our aircraft.” shot down, and 23 others seriously daiii- 
s from the day- aged. Two only of our fighters were lost, 
ing July 3. The and of these one pilot was rescued. 

Air Raids on Britain and Germany: Debits and Credits 
July 1—8 (CoiUimtfd from page 26) 


N.R. Cimar ; S. A 
8.W. EugUnd 
Wnlot 


July > 4 

X.K. Kiis!<in<l ; 
Scoriaiiu ; K. A 
8.W. Kiigland 
K. CouQtic* 


thmiDPl Cout 
(I'onbinil) 
S.W’.Cinmtiwi 
X.K.. 8.K. A .S.W. 


Cnsual-1 Km-my 
ties i Liuses I 


8.W. KngUiiil; K.. 
Itkllng, Yorks; 
no Kent CoMt 
N.K. Kaglind 
H.K. Coast, bombs 
on town 


OX* OKKM.tXV 


Kial—X'.h.; D.K. 1>.* : HoB- 
bQtff—O.; Bamtn—K. ; 
OBitbarc<Br.)—iu.ii.:Hei4- 
•rfeh —hist. fur.; Dsiclis- 
Ubmb —.4.W. : WsmL 
Oolecaa ▼salo. Tsztl—A. 

RottsrdaB—c. 


Dsamtrk and Balcium—-A.; 
Bohr : Westphalia—I..C. b.; 
Kanhara; D^mnad— 

■n.u.; Zeebrnime—D.K. 
Tezel Tmaidea — A. (one 
Mv 100 slKit down) 


7 I Ever*, nr. Brssaeb ; Tpenhorc. 
(and A I lu*. Hatae—A. 
dmgd.) ; Wyvsrne, ft. Omtr ; Aaehsa— 

I A.: D* Ko^, WerTlIla 
I IfeufflaasUr, Osaabrnck. Ln- 
I nea Hanborf ~U. 
Rotterdam -C. 

1 4oly 4 S 

1 bmr. Banorer. BBaerieh—O.r.: 
Ifiihlr. I Hama, foeet — m. o. b. ; 

1 I Amsterdam: Braaeeb—A. 

Dotcb Coast (otO—I'slrnl ves- 

will (lnmnR<'(l. 

WUbsImehavea, Brnden. Kiel I 
—N.; Oortaoad BmiCanal I 
— C; Hambara Onabrack. I 
Hamm, fchwsrta Colorne 
—re.; Tarsi, Barbara 
Aaehea Bremea WsBaea- 
dorf— A.W. 

DeieluhaBSeB--A.W.; Waml- 
bayaa B FlifUag—A. 
r Kiel * WUbaliDsluyeB—X.; 

D.K. Cubavea Hambort— 

1 D.K. :Co(osBe -H. ifsbitol 
I aiTiiid—A. 


8. Coast 
Channel Coou 
W. ('oiintr>- 
K.W. Knglaiut 
N.K. Const 
(S fighters m.) 


I k. 

OtlKTsl.l 
oiue k.' 
I k. I i.i 
few I. I 


Zaly 4-7 ' Jaly S-7 

X.K. Const 1 Kaoeke—A.; Bvreaa Ymb- 

S. Coast foweas. 1 bare—A.; ZwoUt 4 Kat- 

K.K. t.'iMst few k. wijk—C- 1 m. 

N. Devon somck. Bremen BKiel—.S.V.; Bmden 

8. (.*uast few k. — A.K.; Bruasbttttel—C. Sni. 

Morderney 9t Horaum—S.B. 

JnlT 7-9 IJttly 7 fi 

8. Coast Ik. 7 EMbwefe—.\. (1 n.'e. drat.) nil 

Channel CooM otliersl. X. Praaoe—m.o. (I Ugliirr sht. 

W. ('oiintr>- ohie k. cl«n.) 

K.W. Knglsiut I k. I i.i . Ludwifshavea a PraakJort—\ 

N.K. Const few i. iii.o.; Otaabniek, foest,} 

(S fighters m.) Hamm. Rabrort - Halen.' 

Oremberg—K.; Wilbelms- 
haven--X.; Dnitbarf- - 2 m. 

Bohroit-r.: Heide, i 
Wssteriaod, Honiom.Wetsl I 
—A.; Botterdam. Brossels I 
—A. / 

Boulogne (su)>p1z ship b.) 2 m. 

* ** Sebarsbortt ” bombed. 

KEY TO TA1U.E 

A. ... a atnnumltion; A.W. aircraft works; A.B. nrmaroeiit 

works ; B. bridge; b. bomlxtl; biat. fur. blast fiimaees; C. eanal, etc.; 

e. ehrmical; D. dump; D.K. docks; F. factory ; t. set on flU'; Q.E. gun 
empiacemcni; L. lucks; L.C. lines of communienthm : H. niursiinlliiui yard . 
m. 0 . military objectives; X. naval hanc; O. oil de|M, stores or reflm ry : 
F. power station; p. piHroi; R. milw.ny; 8. stores or warehouses; 8.B. 
seaplane Imse; 8.T. shipbuilding iwrU. 


Tie Wat lUu'.iraUd 
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Itki, 1910 

In the Front Line With Our Searchlight-Men 



'I'FAVELLING along the South Coast we 


^ approached at dusk searchlight stations 
whence one can sometimes see the German 
beams across the Channel. Here between zo 
and 30 miles from the enemy the armed 
darkness seemed to wait and l^cn, and the 
half-seen familiar English countryside and 
seaside became strangely exciting. 

" You should have been here the day before 
yesterday," said the corporal in charge who 
was once a stockbroker's clerk. " We had a 
bit of fun." Their fun was front-line stufl— 
a private battle of their own. These, perched 
on their bare headland, with a Dornier. flying 
round and round, trying to mop them up 
with machine-gun Are. *' The first day we 
had new potatoes in our ration," said the 
acting cook sadly, " and I never had time to 
cook them." 

They fought the Dornier as he circled. 

Then they were bombed. " There are five 
craters flanking this site, and they didn't 
half make a mess of my pots and pans," 
added the cook. 

Suddenly to the south-west of us bright 
bayonets of light began to probe the night. 

" That’s him," muttered the N.C.O. with 
•atisfaction. The men on the sound detector 
stretched their huge mechanical ears towards 
the searching beams. " Hostile aircraft 
approaching," they confirmed. 

" Target south-west engage I " The two 
men in the shadows round the lamp stood 
ready. The sizzle of violet smoke, and our 
light was erect, throwing a pallor of violet 
moonshine over the site. The sound of 
'planes was near now. Neighbouring beams 
searched with us with canny cooperation. 
Everyone was tense, sighting with all the 
power of the huge swinging lamp, and ready 
for bombs or for the sudden dive attack down 0/ the 
the beam itself. 


All tliro«ek tiM niftit tKo‘Movclillebe mon ar« 
CM tiw ewi vive, but wica tho dmwN <a«r 
tall* th«!r w«M.ooroo4 rott—witk unifernM and 
•Owiemaat kandr* 


Tolian by Barnot Saidmaa, ** N«wa Chroaicia '* staff 
ahotoeraptMv, rttaaa skataeraoka akow a aaaixkligkt w w 
actaally ia actioa wkaa Wmka wara drofpod aaar kf. 
tn ika morniaf flvo cratart wara eaan to taapoctlon. 
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OUR SEARCHLIGHT ON THE WAR NEWS 

Among the many items of war interest which cannot, for obvious reasons, be given in 
fuli in our pa^s, we select week by week a number which are recorded in brief. 

This is the second of the series. 




“ TJ'old Calais to the end ” was the order 
I—I given to the officer commanding 
**■ ■*“ that heroic British brigade which, 
by drawing off two German heavy armoured 
divisions destined to cut off ihc B.E.F., 
allowed time for the evacuation from 
Dunkirk. 

The officer in question was Brigadier 
Claude Nicholson. 42 years of age, former 
Commander of the I6th'5ih Lancers, and, 


The fact that this gallant force was unaware 
of the immense strategic importarKe of their 
stubborn defence further enhances its valour, 
and to their intrepid, imperturbable com¬ 
mander, now a prisoner of war in Germany, 
is primarily due the credit for a story of 
heroism that, as Mr. Churchill pul it. added 
another page to the glories of the light 
divisions.” 

* Skulking, Swaggering Louts!’ 
CucK was the description given by the ship's 

crew of most of the first batch of 
Gcrm.tn prisoners of war and civilian inter¬ 
nees who reached Canada early in July. 
Their guard, about 250 British officers .ind 
men. heaved a sigh of relief on reaching 
Quebec, for they had had only about two 
nights' sleep out of seven. 

The younger Germans, especially the air¬ 
men, had shown themselves particularly true 
to the Na/i ideal, having behaved throughout 
the voyage in a truculent, arrogant manner, 
insulting their guards, whose tolerance and 
courtesy were strained to the uttermost. 
On landing, most of them tore their gas 
masks into shrcd.s. to prevent them being 
returned to England. 

But there were few complaints of the 
behaviour of the older officers, and none at 
all of that of the merchant scanKn who. 
embarrassed and shamed by the manners of 
their compatriots, thanked Ihc British officers 
and crew on behalf of the German marine 
for the kindness and consideration received. 


BrIfadUr Oawd* Nichel*«n, tha man who 
«a(d '* No Surroftdar '* to tho Carman* at 
Calat*. Ha ioinod tho lith Lancar*. and 
whan war broka owt wa* In command of tha 
Imparial Dafanea Collaia- 
I'Uulti, I'mvtnml I'tdoriiil /■»... 

;.<:curuing to Sir Hubert Gough, ” the most 
brilliant officer of his standing in the British 
Army ... Ihc most able and clear-headed 
soldier of his age.” The units taking pari in 
this epic resistance were the Rific Brigade, a 
battalion of the 60th Rifles, a battalion of the 
Queen Victoria’s Rifles, a battalion of the 
Royal Tank Regiment, gunners of a Royal 
Artillery searchlight regiment, and a number 
of French troops—in all about 4,000 men. 

Seriously handicapped by lack of equip¬ 
ment, including vehicles and ammunition lost 
in landing, fighting without sleep or rest and 
with very little food or water, the heroic 
troops were gradually forced from the outer 
limits of the city to the centre, and finally to 
the Old Citadel, their commander being 
always in the thick of the fight. As a German 
newspaper described it: ” House by house 
had to be conquered. The Englishmen had 
made every house a fortrevs. ” 

.After four days (May 23-26) of merciless 
attack, the Germans demanded immediate 
surrender. Brigadier Nicholson's answer 
was an uncompromising ” No ! *’ So the 
enemy brought up dive bombers, and more 
German troops pressed into the town, 
followed by tanks. Still the garrison fought 
on, until by the evening of May 26 their 
ammunition as well as their food had run out. 
and there was silertce. Vice-Admiral Ramsay, 
who organised the ama/ing Armada that 
brought the men from Dunkirk, said ; ” We 
could not send in supplies or bring off the 
wounded. It was horrible to be so close 
anJ yet to be powerless to help them.” 


Further Exploits of the ‘ Snapper ’ 

I-I M. SUBMARINE ” Snapper ” Isa little ship 
* of 670 tons, carrying an armament of 
six torpedo tubes and one 3-in. gun. and a 
crew of 40. commanded by Lt W. D. A. 
King. But her achievements arc in no 
proportion to her sire. During the Nor¬ 
wegian campaign she sank four transport 
and supply ships, and her commander was 
awarded the O.S.O. 

On July 7 the Admiralty proudly announced 
that she had torpedoed five more enemy 
vessels. ” Our submarines continue to harass 
and infiict serious losses upon German sea 
communications with Norway. H.M. sub¬ 
marine' Snapper ' sighted a convoy of supply 
ships escorted by an armed trawler and air¬ 
craft. The * Snapper ' attacked and hit two 
ships with torpedoes. The remnants of the 
convoy scattered and made in disorder for 
the shelter of a fjoi'd. Later the ' Snapper ‘ 
sighted a large convoy escorted by armed 
trawlers and aircraft. A successful attack 
was carried out and three ships were hit 
with torpedoes.” 

Still They Fought On! 

^LT olT from the world in the fortifications 
which they had been ordered to defend 
to the end, 22,000 troops in the Maginoi Line 
were still fighting five days after the signing 
of the armisikc. The French Command 
could not contact them, and so they remained 
unaware of the ” Cease I 'irc ” order, until a 
method of approach was devised by the 
perplexed delegates of Ihc Franco-German 
Armistice Commission, silling at Wiesbaden. 

King George to the Islanders 
A OMJMSTRATioN of th« Channel Islands, 
which were demilitarized and partly 
evacuated at the end of June, lay largely in the 
hands of two officials, the BaililTs of Jersey 
and of Guernsey, and to them King George 
has recently addressed a personal message 
of sympathy and hope. 


” For strategic reasons.” said His Majesty, 
” it has been found necessary to withdraw 
the armed forces from the Channel Islands. 

I deeply regret the necessity, and I wish to 
assure my people in the Islands that in taking 
this decision my Government have not been 
unmindful of their position. It is in their 
interest that this step should be taken in the 
present circumstances. The long association 
of the islands with the Crown, and the loyal 
service the people of the Islands have rendered 
to my ancestors and myself, arc guarantees 
that the link between us will remain un¬ 
broken. I know that my p<^oplc in the 
Islands will look forward with the .s;ime 
confidence as I do to the day when the 
resolute fortitude with which wc face our. 
present difficulties will reap the reward ot* 
victory.” 

French Embassy (o VMthdraw 

r^iPLOMATif relations with I’rance virtually 

ceased w ith the withdrawal of the British 
ambassador. Sir Ronald Campbell, from 
Bordeaux, but it was not until July 8 that (he 
Foreign Office was informed by the Marquis 
de Castcllanc, Trench ChsrgJ d'Affaires, 
that he* had received Instructions from the 
Retain Government to withdraw the French 
Embassy staff from London. 

M. Corbin, the Ambassador, had already 
resigned on June 26. alter seven years’ service, 
duiing which he had gained the trust and 
friendship of the British Government. He 
left the charge of the Embassy with M. Roger 
Cambon. till then occupying the post of 
Counsellor. On July S. following a formal 
protest to the Foreign Office against the 
action of the British Fleet in the Mediter¬ 
ranean. he in (urn tendered his resignation 
to (he Petain Government. To the Marquis 
dc Castcllanc thus fell the melancholy duty 
of putting up the shutters of the house in 
Albert Gate, once the brilliant centre and 
haunt of diplomacy, culture, wit and beauty. 


H.M. •ubmaHna " Sn»pp«r,“ cemmandad by 
Lc. W. D. A. King, whom latMC achievamant* 
ara daaertbad in chi* paga, i* hara «aan return¬ 
ing from ena of har pravieu* voyaga*. 
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Eye Witness Stories of Episodes 
and Adventures in the 
Second Great War 


I Heard the Horst Wessel Song in Jersey 

A refugee from Jersey, while waiting for nightfall to escape from 
the island, saw Nazi troops pass within a few yards of him Reaching 
Ertgland safely, he told Us story to Laurence Wilkinson of the 
'‘Daily Express ”--the full, dramatic account of the German 
occupation of the Channel Islands. 


M y v.ife und daughter left Jersey im> 
nvcdiatcly the Lieutenant>Governor 
announced that the island was to 
be demiiiiurixcd. 

The last of the troops and guns were 
leaving the harbour ns the first of the stream 
of civilians boarded the ships awaiting them. 
There were thousands—men. women and 
children—carrying every ounce they could. 

Things were quiet for a day or tvio after 
they had gone, but everywhere I met people 
who had tried to get away from the island, 
only to find (here was no more ship accom- 
moil.ntion. The mail boats were crammed. 

Then On Friday (June 28) the Gcimnn 
‘planes came over, bumbtng and machine* 
gunning, killing and wounding civilians 
indiscriminately. Wedidn't 
have a chance. There 
wasn't a gun. not even a 
revolver, left in the island. 

1 WHS in a car on the coast 
road when two bombers 
came roaring low at us 
from the direction of the 
harbour. 1 Hung myself 
down by the sea wall. The 
bullets spattered all around 

IlK. 

On Saturday morning 
(hey came over again, but 
did no damage. On Sun* 
day they came skimming 
over the housetops—huge 
Hcinkels— singly, at inter* 

Mils of half an hour. 

At Sa.m. I was awakened 
by the roar of n dive 
twmber. He swooped very 
low and dropped something 
on to a roof. 

Someone climbed up and 
found it was a German flag. 

Attached to it was an uhi* 
niaturn from (he general 
commanding the Na/i air 
force in Normandy. 

It was taken tothe Bailiff, 

Mr. Alex Coutuncbc. who 
ordered it to be printed and 
posted up all over the island. 

By the evening there were 
white flags showing from 
houses ail over the island. 

The Germans were already 
in the streets. They had 
arrived at 5 p.m. 

By that lime 1 had made 
my plans for escape, though 
I had little hope of their 
succeeding. 

I tried to buy a passage 
to England in a motor- 
hoat. The owner wanted 
£S0, then backed out at the 
last moment, after I had 
made all preparations to 
leave. 

Then I met the captain 
of a Dutch cargo vessel 


which had come to collect potatoes. In 
the air raid of Friday his cook had been 
injured, and the skipper had taken him to 
hospital. In his absence the crew had gone 
off with the ship, leaving the captain stranded. 

Another man point^ out a motor-boat 
left by an Englishman who had gone in the 
general evacuation. Wc decided to take it 
to England and hand it over to its owner. 

We got two loaves, a large jar of water, 
and a chart of the Channel. Then we hid 
inside the boat, and waited for darkness and 
high water. A man on the quay begged a 
passage. I knew it lessened our chances, 
but we agreed to take him. I told him to 
come back later, and not to breathe a 
word to a soul. 


A woman of about fifty drove up m a car 
and begged a pas.sage. I sa:d she copid come. 
She turned to a man lounging on the quay 
and said. ** Do you want my car ? You can 
have it.*’ 

The man said, “ What’s the use of a car ? 

I can’t even drive." But he said he would 
have it, as it was free. 

The woman told me she had just seen the 
Germans in (he town. She said they were 
lined up. heavily armed, with motor-cycles, 
with which they had landed from ’planes. 

I gave orders, “ No smoking, no talking, 
no moving about. If you don’t obey these 
instructions it’s the finish for all qf us." 

Twilight was coming on when I heard 
voices. I crept to the hatch and peeped out. 

I saw between fifty and eighty German 
soldiers swinging along shouting the Horst 
Wesse! song. 

They marched past within ten or flfteen 
yards of us and went up to (he fort. After 
that I saw motor-cyclists patrolling. Other¬ 
wise there wa.s not a soul to be seen. 

The boat started to float. We put up the 
sails, but (here was not a 
breath of wind. We got hold 
of a rope tied farther along 
the quay-side, and tried to 
haul ourselves out. 

It took us almost an 
hour to (ravel fifty feet. 
We thought w‘c should be 
caught in the middle of 
the harbour. We dared not 
start the engines. 

Wc had just got through 
the harbour mouth when 
we started the engines. Wc 
took a circuitous, amateur¬ 
ish route. North-west of 
Guernsey the engines sel 2 ed- 
up for lack of oil. We heard 
scores of ’planes and ex¬ 
pected them to spot US at 
any moment. We heard the 
sound of many explosions 
from the island. 

We thanked heaven fora 
mist which came up at that 
moment. But we had to 
have oil. 1 searched among 
our provisions and found 
3 lbs. of butter. We melted 
it on the exhaust pipe and 
poured it into the sump. 
The engine ran the whole 
day until eight o’clock that 
night on Jersey butter. 

We were within twelve 
miles of (he English coast 
when darkness fell. There 
was a big swell and our 
engines failed. Then an air 
raid started. The German 
bombers dropped flares. 
Searchlights swept the sky, 
then coastal guns blazed 
into action. 

At daybreak a cutter 
spotted us and towed us in 
more dead than alive. 
Someone made us coffee. 
Everybody shook hands, 
thanked evei^body else, 
and then drifted away— 
perhaps never to meet 
again. 


Translation of a Communloatlon addrasaod to tha 
Ck>voff>or of tha lala of Jaraoy. 


July, 194a 

To tho Chief of the Military and Civil 
Authorltloa 

Jersey (St. Heller). 

L I lataad to BOotrmliM mlttterr —tnbilihiaenU ta Jormy by 
ooowpattna 

a Am avUUno* tAot tb« laU&d will rarr«nd«r Xho mtlitary ukd 
ottMT eaUhltabmuf wltbottt r—tntnnne And without dMtroyl&c 
thMB. M arc* Whit* Oroas U toYw tfiowii os follown. fYom 7 tA. 
J«lT ted. tMa 

to Mi MMn If •• Mrvw U iMl tfN Mm* 
t •• dw WgiNto stoM to* 

X to ito «•*«• to Uw to* toMT IMM if to* naftow 

a If thtiT slSM of potoceful MsrTtooder too oot obwrvtod by 
7 tom. July botovy bonbtordmnai wiU tak* pUoto 
k ApMl •* atoMry to|M* 
to rnnitmmt, tm* «toM* ^ 

a Tho Slaton oC sttiTssder most rsmsis up to tbs time of the 
ooooptoUoo of tbo Ultoad by OtormsA troopo 

a BsprssnnTrTt— of th« Authorttlsto must Bt«y »t the Airp**! 
until tbs osboptoUoB. 

a AD trsfle snd other oommunictotiotMi with Autb.u'tUes 

outside tbe tsUad will be eoosidered bosuie acti on s sad wUl 
be followed by bombtordmeot 

leery hostile scUou istnst my r*preeest*ures wtU be 
followed by bombsrdment, 

In otose of jiasnsfnl sunuoder. the hTss. property, end liberty 
of pstooeful iabsMUaU sre soleouUy gutorsatsed. 

The Cimieewder ef tbe Oermee Air feroee ie II—AxnSle. 


7. 


Thi* (• the text «f the elttmatem piven te the Geveener of the l«lane ef fetee* ee 
Jety I hf the Cemmander ef the GermMV Air F arce* i« Nermeedy. It will be 
noted Chat ** mvry hostile ectleii" was threatened with bembardment by tbe Naiis 
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Marooned For Six Days on a Breton Island 

Volunteer demolition squads from the Royal Engineers helped in the 
destruction of French harbour works. One of these parties working 
at Brest had the added excitement of being marooned off the Breton 
coast. Their story was told exclusively to “The War Illustrated." 


W E reached Brest about 9 o’clock in 
the morning of June 18, said the 
corporal, and spent most of the 
aflernoon preparing the gear for our job or 
dcnK>lition. 

The town of Brest did not seem to have 
suffered much, although there had been 
several air raids on the docks. People were 
still in the town, but the French naval staff 
moved out while we were there. We saw 
them going out—all kinds of ships, from 
merchant ships to the big submarine 
** Surcouf." 

Working in cooperation with the Navy, 
wc actually finish^ our demolition work 
(which included the blowing-up of heavy 
cranes) about 9.30, and left the place bla.;ing 
merrily. We boarded a motor-boat which 
had bMn detailed us with one leading seaman 
to get across the harbour. There was a 
strong wind blowing which brought down 
thick clouds of black smoke from the oil 
dumps we had fired. This probably saved 
us from the German 'planc.s, but it caused 
us to miss our way and lose the ship wc should 
have boarded. 

Wc hung about outside the harbour until 
getting on for midnight, and then, as we had 
plenty of fuel on board, our captain decided 
to make a dash for England. 'Ilic boat was 
a 35-fl. motor launch, and there were fifteen 
of us on board—Royal Engineers and one 
sailor. Wc were all seasick, and she was 
pitching and tossing dreadfully, and at 
6 o'clock in the morning the engine broke 
down and wc drifted for about 36 hours 
back on to the coast of Brittany. We failed 
to attract the attention of any ships and had 
just about given up hope of being picked up 
when a couple of Frenchmen came out in a 


small fishing smack and towed us into the 
shore. 

Here there was a crowd of villagers who 
told us that the Germans were about eight 
kilometres away. They suggested we should 
change our clothing so that we could mingle 
with them and get away as civilians, and 
they made arrangements to take us to another 
place which they did not think the 
Boschc had reached. Our uniforms and 
equipment were taken away and burnt; all 
we kept were just our boots ar>d socks and 
they gave us all their cloihcs—we looked a 
proper ragged lot when we'd finished! This 
was Thursday morning, and we had had no 
food to speak of since Monday (there's no 
time for food on demolition duty!). While 
we vrcrc waiting for a lorry to lake us to this 
other port they had news that the Boschc 
had got through and we were encircled. 


D escriring his experiences. Corporal 
Hanley said; I went across to 
Boulogne after ten days' leave, and 
the first thing I heard was that the Germans 
were advancing on the town. I was sent out 
with a parly on to the Hoiilogne-St. Omcr 
road, where wc pul up a barrier against 
German tanks, known to be approaching. 

Eventually wc were confronted by a 
10 -miIc-long enemy armoured convoy, and 
the order was given ** F.vcry man for hirhself' 
With Private A. Halls, of Deal, and Lanec- 


It was then decided to send us to a small 
island where it was thought we would be safe 
until arrangements could be made for us to Ive 
taken to England. We were only just in lime, 
and soon after the Boschc came through the 
town. We lay low until it was dark, and then 
wc went into a cottage. Here we had to stay 
for six days with no food other than the 
potatoes and carrots wc dug up, and n little 
milk which one of us got from the cow. The 
only available water was very dirty, but 
fortunately wc had one rainy day, and that 
just saved us. We were also very short of 
cigarettes. Every day, regularly at about 
11 o’clock and 4 o’clock, a German patrol 
'plane came over the island, during which 
time we lay low. 

On the following Wednesay evening we saw 
a small fishing boat coming out to us. and, 
thinking it might contain Germans, we 
scattert^. We were very glad to sec some 
Frenchmen land, and they told us they had 
heard from the villagers that wc wanted to 
get back to England and they were willing to 
take us if we were willing to take the risk. 
So we climbed aboard and set off for 
England, where we arrived after 20 hours. 


Bombardier J. Croft, of Stoke-on-Trent, wc 
got to a wood, where we hid for the night. In 
the morning wc found wc were surrounded by 
the mechanized German column, and we 
were taken prisoner and kept for eight days 
in a locked church. 

The German sentry came round about 
every hour to see that wc were all right. On 
the eighth day I said to my companions ; 
“ We’ve had enough of this. If he comes 
round to-night I’m going to clout him.” 
Well, he came round once too often. Wc got 
away into another wood, where wc hid for 
four days, without food or water, except for 
a little milk wc were able to get from some 
cows. The water was filthy and made us ill. 

We managed to stagger into a barn, 
where we were found by a farmer, who gave 
us food. Then we met some Belgian refugees, 
who gave us some civilian clothes, and wc 
disguised ourselves as refugees and set out 
to find the British or French armies. 

Wc met a British subject in a French 
town who (old us where he thought the 
French Army was. When wc got there wc 
found the Germans in possession. We 
decided (o try to cross the Somme, but the 
way was choked with refugees. We then tried 
to rejoin (he French at Lille, but, on arrival, 
found the Germans there, too. 

We picked up a bicycle and one of us 
who had blistered feet went ahead on it as a 
sort of advance guard. We got back to 
Boulogne, having completed a circle—a 
vicious circle. 

In one of the villages wc passed through 
we were challenged by German soldiers, who 
were looking for spies, and since we couldn't 
produce our “^Igian refugee” papers wc were 
taken to the Commandant. Wc were marched 
through the streets at the point of a revolver. 
1 cannot speak Belgian, but fortunately 
neither could the Commandant, and he gave 
us the benefit of the doubt. 

Wc got to the coast in time to see three 
British bombers destroy the German head- 
ouarters and do other damage. Our problem 
was to find a boat, and we reconnoitred the 
beach disguised as beachcombers, with our 
trousers rolled up and a piece of seaweed over 
our shoulders. Eventually two Frernrh girls 
told us of a garage where there was a boat 





Tlii« ph»tofraph wu taken during Cha withdrawal of tha Alliad Forca* from Bra«t, tha great 
French naval base in Srittany. It ihewa tha tmoka riting from a graat conflagration whan 
powdar an4 patrol atora* wara blown up to pravant tham tailing into Natl hand*, (vary affort 
wa* mada to randar tha Franch porta through which tho Britivh (orco* pataad u«a1o*« to tha 
Nasi*, and tha work wa* dona by demolition partlas with ■kill and daring. 

FAido Fo* 


We ‘Clouted’ the German and Escaped 

After wandering for days through German-occupied France, disguised 
as Belgian refugees, four young B.E.F. men escaped in a comman¬ 
deered boat and reached England. They were Pte. Halls of Deal, 

Fus. Davies of Rochdale, Lce.-Bomb. Croft of Stoke-oii-Trent, and 
Corp. Patrick Hanley of Deal, who tells their story in his own words. 
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« »r* th* our r^uni ma* whot* (raat advantara daacribad i« Chata pataa. Thar ara, laft ta 
rtght. Lanea>Bombardiar H. Croft, Futiliar S. Oavtaa, Privata A. Hall*. aa«l Corporal P. Haolar 
Tha photograph wa* takan iu«c aftar thag had arrivad tafaig homa loohing littia tha worao for 
ihair 'eng ordaal. t'haio, rnpva/ 


nbiindoned by a doctor. The boat was while ; 
wc stole some paint and painted it Mack. 

Just as wc were about to launch it wc 
heard a shout and saw someone dashing 
inwards us. Wc thought wc had been spotiod, 
but It turned out to tw a French soldier. We 
took him aboard.and he brought ulicutcnunt 
ssith him. 

One man sat in the stern with u compass 
as wc rowed. The iTcnch girls had given us 


food, but we didn't need it—we were all sick 
except Halls. They even gave us a Union Jack 
—to wave in case we should see British ’planes 
—and a bag full of corks to plug the boat in 
case we should be machine-gunned. 

Wc rowed like mad and managed to get 
clear before daylight. Still rowing until there 
were blisters on our hands, we saw a boat on 
the following morning and were picked up 
and landed at an English seaside town. 


We Saw Cherbourg Wrecked By Explosion 

Passengers two miles out at sea on the last ship to leave Cherbourg 
on June 19 saw the whole quayside fall in ruins as British Marines 
blew up the docks. This story of the end of the great French port 


was told by a French naval 

O N June 18 we were told to expect a 
British lank division, which had fought 
a gallant rearguard action on the 
Somnte, where the front was cracking and 
then later on the Seine. 

They came rumbling into Cherbourg in the 
evening. Half (he population had already 
left. Those who had resolved to stay were 
putting up their shutters and barricading 
thentsclvcs in their houses. The Germans 
were only a few miles away. 


when he arrived in England. 

We started embarking about nine o'clock 
in the morning. Outside on all the roads 
leading into the town French inraniry were 
guarding the approaches from behind 
barricades. 

All along the quays there were British 
Marines drilling holes to lay dynamite. The 
big quay where pas.sengcrs used to land from 
America was a weird sight. Hundreds of 
army vehicles stood wheel to wheel. Under 


this quayside were hundreds of sticks of 
dynamite. 

The first to be got aboard were the British 
tanks. An officer volunteered to take two 
small tanks out of the town to clear the roads 
of any Germans. 

When he got to the last barricade guarding 
the town the French infantrv holding it told 
him they were awaiting orders to evacuate 
and move south. 

The British tank olTicer said to them: 
“ Well, have a good look ui these tanks, 
and don't (ire when wc come back, if you are 
still here.” 

The two tanks sailed through, and after 
patrolling a mile of two they turned back, 
immediately they got to the barricade the 
officer opened the turret of the tank and waved 
his British tin helmet. Then he hod to duck- 
back as a machine-gun opened fire on him 
from the barricade. 

There was nothing for it but to fight, and, 
aBer about hfleen mimitcs (he tanks demol¬ 
ished (he barricade and overcame the de¬ 
fenders. Anxious to find out why they had 
been attacked, the officer got down and 
examined the arms of (he dead. They were 
all German, though the barricade defenders 
wore French uniforms. They were para¬ 
chutists dropped overnight. 

When the two tanks arrived at the quayside 
the embarkation was almost complete. They 
had only just time to go on board themselves. 
Power had been cut off. and the cranes could 
not be used to lift the tanks on board. So 
(hey were .sent crashing down the rocks to the 
sea. At twelve o'clock the last ship pul out. 

I was on board. The only craft in the harbour 
was a small motor-boat manned by British 
murines lying in the .shelter of the breakwater, 
and wailing to touch a switch which would 
send the docks of Cherbourg, and all those 
lorries lined on the quayside sky high. 

From two miles out at sea wc saw the great 
port’s end. The long lines of quays lifted 
slowly into the air. (hen suddenly broke into 
segments, while hundreds of minor explosions 
broke out. Then a great column of smoke 
rose up over the port and hung there like 
a black cloud in the sky as we headed for 
England.—(“ Evening SiandarJ.") 



Ourini the fine! r«tr*at of the B.E.F. from France, it wu poMtble to teve (nr more equipment than waa the ca*a when the men from Dunhirkwero 
taken off. under hoavy (Ire, from the sanda. Moo nod material after the retreat from Farii touthward were embarked from port* that wara well 
equipped (or handtinp heavy carpoe*. Here the scene at Charbowrp whan an almost endle** stream o( ■r)ti*h Army lorrie* rumbled on to 
the quay* and were safety embarked for Britain. Photo. Hm.ih Ofinat: Crown CopyrifU 
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Miss England Is Busier Than Ever 


ThatcKtr* ara atlll bw«y In man|r part* of 
Britain, and tha yoongar man who nava jolnad 
tha Army ara balng raplacad by woman. Hara 
ona of tlM lactar I* laarning tha anciant craft. 



Abova. aoma of tha 
Foroatry faction of tha 
Woman'a Land Army ara 
at work with a croaa^ut 
aaw In ona of tha many 
Britlah foraata under tha 
foroatry Commiaalon. 
Bill-poating I* not an oaay 
taakfor woman, aapaclally 
whan big ahoata hava to 
ba haadlad from laddara. 
Tha London woman bo- 
low la, howavar, making 
a good Jab of putting up 
a huga ** Co To It "poacar. 
yMotot. r.S’.A. anJ 
Ntvs 


Thaaa girl* are tandlng latha* In ona of tha ahop* of a groat 
Shafnald ataal work* which I* turning out war matarlaJ of 
varlou* hind*. Sinca tha war many girl* hava boon am* 
pioyad tharo to work machine tool*. Pholn, Ctmtrai Prtis 


Abova, in a Britiah imall-armi factory, a woman it piling 
up complatod magaiina* for Bran gun*. Tha war ha* cauaod 
aama citio* to employ polieawomon for tha Brat dmo. 
Bight, a Mancbaatar police recruit on her flrat day of 
duty I* making note*. FMos, II'id/ WorU »h 4 Ktyiton* 






Th* two cowor* of tho Crirttol Poiaco, abovo, aro 
baiof domollihotf for old iron. Lafc> a load of 
wait# pap*r aalvod at fait Ham U boing taktn 
to tho mill* to bo ropuipod. 


Abovo, a groat eonalgnmont of iron and >toot tcrap, 
coHoctod wndor tho fron and Stoot Control'! taivago 
•chomo, it boing loadod by a magnottc cronofor trantgort 
to tho f molting fvrnacot. 


Tho Borough of Helbom, In whooo aroa aro 
many hetou and roataurantt, mahoa ovary 
day a valoablo colloction of waato food to bo 
wood for fooding piga. 


Pkolot, Ctnttai Pt«u, Pl»nd Stmt and 
A'ryiiuna 


TN the House of Comtnonson June 27 
^ Mr. Herbert Morrison statetl that 
the Tohintary effort for salvage had 
not been altogether successful. In 
consequence a new Ministry of Supply 
order made the collection of salvage 
compulsory for all local authorities 
with a population exceeding 10,000. 
In this page are scenes at some of the 
salvage dumps. Expert sorters are at 
work all day separating and grading 
the great mass of material rece.vad. 
They deal with 92 grades of bottles, 
13 grades of non-ferrous metals, var¬ 
ious grades of paper, rag and other 
forms of refuse. It is the duty of 
householders to put all waste paper 
and cardboard, scrap metal arwl bones 
in separate bundles to be called for 
by collectors, who may be the Council 
dustmen, rag and bone merchants, or 
voluntary organizations. 
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OUR DIARY OF THE WAR 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 3, 1940 

Sea Affair. French ships in British ports 
were placed under control. Following refusal 
of Admiral at Oran to accept conditions 
offered, British battle squadron opened fire, 
sank one battleship and damaged other 
units. French ships at Alexandria were 
forbidden by Britain to leave port. 

French liner “ Champlain ” reported sunk 
by mine off La Pallkc, Bay of Biscay. 

Air War. R.A.F. bombers carried out 
dayli^t raids in Belgium and Holland. 
Dive attacks made on aerodromes at YpeO' 
burg. The Hague, and at Everc, Brussels. 

Night raids made on aerodromes at 
Aachen, De Kooy and Merville. 

Coastal Command aircraA bombed enemy 
bases at Texel and Ymuiden. 

Catnpa^ against Italy. Number of 
Italian aircraft destroyed in Middle East 
since beginning of hostilities reached 60. 

Home Frost. Daylight raids over England 
and Scotland. Seven German bombers shot 
down. Six civilians killed and 78 injured. 
Train on South Coast bombed ; driver killed. 

General. Germany refused Rumania's 
request for a treaty of alliance or military 
assistance. 

THURSDAY, JULY 4' 

Sea Affair. Premier made statement in 
House of Commons on British seizure of 
French warships and action off Oran. 

Petain Government announced that French 
warships at Alexandria had been ordered to 
leave. If escape was impossible. Hitler 
ordered that th^ must be scuttled. 

French Admiralty ordered warships at 
present on high seas to intercept British 
merchant vessels. 

Air War. R.A.F'. made daylight raids on 
oil refineries at Hanover and Emmerich. 
Aerodromes at Amsterdam and Brussels 
attacked. 

During night R.A.F. curried out attacks 
on naval bases at Wilhclmshuven, Emden 
and Kiel; on E>ortmund>Ems Canal: on 
lines of communication at Hamburg. Cologne 
and elsewhere : on aerodromes at Varcl, 
Hamburg, Aachen and Brussels. 

Campaign agaiast Italy. Nine enemy 
fighters shot down by R.A.F. near Sidi 
Barrani, Western Desert. 

Small British garrisons at Kassalu and 
Gullabat, Sudan frontier, w'ithdrew after 
heavy mechanized enemy attack in which 
enemy lost 8 tanks, two aircraft and 300 men. 

Home Front. Enemy aircraft approached 
Channel coast. At Portland naval auxiliary 
vessel was set on fire, and a tug and lighter 
sunk. Eleven civilians killed. Bombs 
dropped on South-Western counties, but no 
military objectives hit. One bomber and one 
lighter shot down. 

General. Rumanian Government resigned. 
M. Gigurtu succeeded M. Tatarescu as 
Premier and formed a new Cabinet. 

FRIDAY, JULY 5 

Sea Affair. Germany announced that 
Article 8 of Armistice terms, providing for 
demobilization and disarming of French 
Fleet, would be suspended. 

R.A.F. sank large German supply ship 
oif Dutch coast and damaged another. 
Nazi A.A. gunship turned turtle after 
bombing by Hudson 'plane. 

Air War. R.A.F. bombers made daylight 
raids on aircraft factory at Deichshausen 
and on aerodromes at Waalhaven and 
Flushing. 

During night bombers again raided naval 
bases at Kiel and Wilhclmshuven. Docks 
atCuxhavenand Hamburg attacked. Cologne 
railway junction bombed. Aerodromes at 
Schiphol and Texel attacked. 


Gibraltar experienced first air raid when 
French naval air squadrons attacked ship¬ 
ping. No damage or casualties reported. 

Campaign against Italy. In Libya, Blen¬ 
heim bombers attacked large troop and 
motor transport concentrations near Bardia. 
Another formation bombed El Gubbi. 

Home Front. Scattered raids over England 
during night. Slight damage and few 
casualties. 

General. Retain Government declared it 
was severing all diplomatic relations with 
Great Britain. 

Announced that supply of oil from Iraq 
to Tripoli in Syria had been cut oif. 

Count Ciano left Rome for Berlin. 

SATLUDAY, JULY 6 

Sen Affair. Fleet Air Arm machines 
secured six hits on French battleship 
“ Dunkerque.” grounded at Oran. 

Demobilization of French Fleet at Alexan¬ 
dria proceeded, alter acceptance by Admiral 
Godrroy of British proposals for preventing 
the ships being used by the enemy. 

Air War. R.A.F. bombed aerodromes at 
Knocke. Evreux and Ypenhurg. 

During night shipbuilding yai^s at Bremen 
and Kiel, and arnlameni depot at Emden. 
were attacked. Seaplane bases at Norderney 
and Homum bomb^. 

Enemy made three raids on Malta. One, 
probably two, of raiders brought down. 

Campai^ against Italy. Fleet Air Arm 
and R.A.F. attacked Italian warships shelter¬ 
ing in harbour of Tobruk. Libya, eight 
direct hits being obtained. Other units 
attacked aerodrome at Catania, Sicily. 

Home Front. Nazi 'planes flew over town 
in South Devon. High explosive bomb 
caused few casualties. Raiders driven off by 
fighters and A.A. guns. Bombs also dropped 
over South Coast area. 

Enemy bomber shot down into sea off 
Aberdeenshire after lOO-mile chase. 

Heinkel shot down by Spitfire off South- 
F.ast Coast. 

SUNDAY, JULY 7 

Sea Affair. Admiralty announced that 
H.M. submarine *' Snapper ” had torpedoed 
five German supply ships under convoy. 

Ah’ War. R.A.F. bombers made daylight 
raids into Germany, penetrating more than 
300 miles. Aerodrome at Eschwege exten¬ 
sively damaged. In Northern France, a 
British bomber had running fight with five 
Messerschmitts and shot one down. 

Bergen oil tanks set on Arc by Fleet Air 
Arm. During night bombers attacked 
military targets at Ludwigshaven and 
Frankfurt, and rail communications at many 
places in North Germany. Hits registered 
on naval barracks at Wilhelmshaven and on 
canal basin at Duisberg-Ruhrort. Aerodromes 
in North Friesian Islands were bombed, as 
were airports of Rotterdam and Brussels. 

Hone Front. Bombs were dropped in 
coastal dislricis in West Country; some 
houses destroyed and Ave persons killed. 
Dornier ” pencil ” damaged by A.A. Are 
and believed to have come down. 

Slight enemy activity over British coasts 
during night. Three Dorniers shot down 
by Hurricane fighters. 

Three enemy Aghters shot down by R.A.F. 
SpitAres off ^uth-East Coast. 

MONDAY, JULY 8 

Sea Affair. Admiralty announced that 
H.M. destroyer ” Whirlwind " had been 
sunk by U-b^t. 

French battleship ” Richelieu,” lying at 
Dakar, French West Africa, put out of action 
by depth charges and aerial torpedoes, 
after her commander had refused four 
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alternative methods of peaceably putting her 
beyond reach of enemy control. 

French warships at Casablanca reported to 
have put to sea. 

Air War. R.A.F. attacked Ostend : large 
enemy supply ship hit, canal lock gates and 
naval storehouses damaged. Bombs dropped 
on enemy barges on canals at Zwolle, Haten. 
Weest. Eiberg, and Delft. 

Other aircraft bombed Danish harbour 
of Aalborg and patrol vessels off the coast. 
Aerodromes in enemy occupation at Soissons 
and Douai were damaged. 

During night Kiel and Wilhelmshaven were 
again bombed. Damage done to oil re- 
Anerics at Homburg, and to aerodromes at 
Waalhaven, Amsterdam and Brussels. 

Three air raids on Malta, in addition tc 
seven during week-end. Three, probabl> 
Ave. raiders destroyed. 

CampaigB agaimi Italy. Mersa Matruh. 
Western Desert, bombed by enemy; nc 
damage, no casualties. 

Home Froat. Daylight raids made ovet 
Britain, from extreme South-West to North- 
East coast. Little damage caused and few 
casualties. Eight enemy aircraft known to 
to shot down, and others disabled. 

Minister of Food announced immediate 
rationing of tea to 2 oz. per head per week. 

General. Staled that nine B.E.F. divisions 
rescued from Dunkirk had been fully 
reorganized. 

French Embassy in London to be with¬ 
drawn. 

Reported that British Governntent had 
lodged protest with Swedish Government 
against latter’s decision to allow transport 
of German troops and materials of war 
across Swedish territory. 

Announced that King Haakon had refused 
German request, through Norwegian Storting, 
to abdicate. 

TUESD\Y, JULY 9 

Sea Affair. Commander-iit-Chicf. Medi¬ 
terranean. reported that hr had made contact 
east of Malta with Italian forces, including 
two battleships and number of cruisers. 
Enemy immediately retired behind smoke 
screen, but a hit was obtained on one battle¬ 
ship. Cruiser hit by torpedo from Fleet Air 
Arm m.ichinc. Enemy was being pursued. 

In another part of Mediterranean H.M. 
submarine “Parthian ” sank Italian U-boat. 

Another British naval force based on 
Gibraltar carried out sweep towards Central 
Mediterranean : four enemy aircraft were 
destroyed and three heavily damaged. 

Coastal Command aircraft attacked enemy 
shipping off Danish coast, including two 
minesweepers, one of which was damaged, 
and two supply ships, both of which suffered. 

Air War. Coastal Command bombers 
attacked Bergen. Another formation bombed 
aircraft on ^la aerodrome at Stavanger. 

R.A.F. made night raids on naval dock¬ 
yards at Wilhelmshaven, Bremen, goods yards 
in the Ruhr, oil reflneries at Manheim, and 
aerodromes at Borkum, Texel, Schiphol and 
Waalhaven. 

Campaign against Italy. R.A.F. raids 
were reported on Diredawa, Zula and 
MaSvSawa, Italian East Africa, considerable 
damage being done. 

Enemy columns endeavouring to raise 
siege of Fort Capuzzo, Western Desert, 
successfully engaged. 

Home Front. Eight enemy aircraft brought 
down, one of which was towed in, and several 
others severely damaged during raids on 
various parts of Britain. Some damage done 
to premises at Bristol Channel port. Six 
persons killed in Welsh area. 

Gnteral. House of Commons approved 
further Vote of Credit of £1,000,000,000 for 
war expenditure. 

Hillcr-Ciano talks in Berlin continued. 

French Chamber and Senate at Vichy 
voted full powers to Marshal Petain to 
promulgate by decree a new Constitution. 


